TRANSCRIPT OF TELECONFERENCE

HARMONIZATION OF THE STANDARS:

GETTING EVERYONE ON THE SAME PAGE

PART IV OF THE DLRP TELECONFERENCE SERIES ON ACCESSIBILITY

RECORDED ON SEPTEMBER 23, 2002


QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?  E-MAIL DLRP DLRP@ILRU.ORG 

>> OPERATOR:  WE NOW HAVE OUR SPEAKER IN CONFERENCE.  PLEASE BE AWARE THAT EACH OF YOUR LINES IS IN A LISTEN ONLY MODE.  AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE PRESENTATION, WE WILL OPEN THE LINES FOR QUESTIONS.  AT THAT TIME INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE GIVEN IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS.   I WILL NOW TURN THE CALL OVER TO RACHEL KOSOY.

>> RACHEL:  TODAY IS THE FINAL IN A FOUR-PART SERIES THAT WE HAVE BEEN HOSTING ABOUT DESIGNING FOR ACCESSIBILITY AND REALLY UNDERSTANDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT GUIDELINES.   THE TOPICS WE HAVE COVERED IN THIS SERIES INCLUDE THE ADAAG SPECIAL SECTIONS, THE SECOND TELECONFERENCE COVERED ACCESSIBILITY IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY, AND OUR THIRD ONE DEALT WITH COMMON ERRORS AND OMISSIONS IN NEW CONSTRUCTION.  TODAY WE ARE DEALING WITH HARMONIZATION OF THE STANDARDS.  I WANTED TO LET YOU ALL KNOW THAT THESE PRESENTATIONS WILL BE ARCHIVED.  IF YOU HAVE MISSED ANY IN THE SERIES AND YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO LISTEN TO ONE OF THEM AND EVEN TO GET CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS FOR IT, WE WILL BE LETTING YOU KNOW WHEN THEY ARE AVAILABLE AS ARCHIVES.  MY NAME IS RACHEL KOSOY.  I'M HERE AT DLRP AND WE ARE YOUR HOST FOR TODAY’S PROGRAM.  THE DLRP IS THE NEW NAME FOR AN ORGANIZATION THAT HAS BEEN AROUND FOR A WHILE AND MANY OF YOU MAY BE MORE FAMILIAR WITH US BY OUR OLD NAME, WHICH IS THE SOUTHWEST DBTAC.  WE ARE THE SAME GROUP, JUST A NEW NAME.  BEFORE WE GET STARTED, I WOULD LIKE TO RECOGNIZE THE SPONSORS OF THIS PROGRAM AND REVIEW A COUPLE TECHNICAL DETAILS.  TODAY'S ACTIVITY IS FUNDED BY THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON DISABILITY REHABILITATION AND RESEARCH, AND IT IS THEIR COMMITMENT TO MAKE RESEARCH AND INFORMATION READILY ACCESSIBLE TO ALL WHO HAVE A STAKE IN THIS INFORMATION, THAT HAS MADE THIS POSSIBLE.  JUST A QUICK FEW TECHNICAL THINGS TO GO OVER BEFORE WE GET STARTED,  MANY OF YOU ARE JOINING US TODAY BY TELECONFERENCE, AND SOME OF YOU ARE ALSO TUNING IN OVER THE INTERNET.  THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE ON THE PHONE WILL BE ABLE PERIODICALLY TO CUE  (IS IT CUE OR QUEUE???) UP AND ASK QUESTIONS LIVE TO MARK DERRY. EACH TIME WE ARE READY TO TAKE QUESTIONS, THE OPERATOR WILL GIVE YOU INSTRUCTIONS FOR WHAT BUTTONS TO PUSH ON YOUR PHONE SO YOU CAN GET IN LINE TO ASK A QUESTION.  THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE TUNING IN THROUGH THE INTERNET AND LISTENING, CAN EMAIL YOUR QUESTIONS TO ME AND I WILL SUBMIT THEM TO MARK FOR YOU.  TO SUBMIT A QUESTION, THERE SHOULD BE A BUTTON AT THE BOTTOM OF YOUR SCREEN THAT SAYS ASK A QUESTION OR OPEN UP YOUR MAIL PROGRAM AND SUBMIT IT.  SO THERE WILL BE THOSE ONE-MINUTE MUSIC BREAKS.  FINALLY, IF ANYBODY HAS ANY TROUBLE, TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES DURING THE CONFERENCE, GIVE US A CALL FOR ASSISTANCE AND OUR PHONE NUMBER IS 713-520-0232.  ALL RIGHT.  WITH ALL THAT DONE, I WOULD LIKE TO GO AHEAD AND INTRODUCE OUR SPEAKER FOR TODAY.  MARK DERRY HAS BEEN OUR SPEAKER FOR THREE TELECONFERENCES AND SOME OF YOU HAVE GOTTEN TO HAVE AN UNDERSTANDING OF MARK'S EXPERIENCE.  AS MANY OF YOU NOW KNOW, YOU ARE IN TO LEARN A LOT AND ALSO TO ENJOY YOURSELF WHILE YOU ARE LEARNING.  MARK IS THE PRESIDENT OF EASTLAKE DERRY & ASSOCIATES, A FIRM THAT SPECIALIZES IN DOING ACCESSIBILITY SURVEYS AND SURVEY TRAINING.  MARK HAS BEEN IN THIS FIELD FOR ALMOST 20 YEARS NOW.  HIS CAREER IS LENGTHY AND VARIED.  HE HAS OWNED A CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS, WHICH SPECIALIZED IN RESIDENTIAL REMODELING FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES.  HE HAS WORKED FOR A FEDERALLY FUNDED CENTER AS AN ARCHITECTURAL BARRIER CONSULTANT, AS WELL AS PROVIDED TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND CONSULTING ON THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT.  HE HAS AND HE CONTINUES TO SERVE ON ADVISORY COMMITTEES FOR THE ACCESS BOARD.  HE HAS HOSTED A RADIO TALK SHOW ON DISABILITY ISSUES AND MARK CONTINUES TO TRAIN AND TO PRESENT AND TO WRITE ABOUT ACCESSIBILITY ISSUES.  I INVITE YOU TO LOOK AT HIS LENGTHY BIO, WHICH IS ON OUR WEBSITE, SO THAT YOU CAN GET THE FULL -- A FULL APPRECIATION FOR HIS EXPERIENCE AND HIS EXPERTISE.  I'M GOING TO TURN IT OVER TO YOU, MARK.  THANKS FOR BEING HERE.

>>MARK:   THANKS.  I'M GLAD TO BE HERE.  HELLO EVERYONE.  MY NAME IS MARK DERRY.  I'M JOINING YOU FOR THE FOURTH AND FINAL OF THIS SERIES ON ADAAG, THE ADA ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES. THIS PARTICULAR ONE IS CONCENTRATING ON HARMONIZATION OF THE STANDARDS, GETTING EVERYONE ON THE SAME PAGE IS THE NAME OF IT.  WE ARE HAVING THIS SESSION TO TRY TO MAKE SURE THAT EVERYONE WHO IS LISTENING IS AWARE OF THE CURRENT PROCESS THAT IS UNDERWAY TO UPDATE ACCESSIBILITY STANDARDS THAT WE USE, TO DETERMINE ACCESSIBILITY IN THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT.  THE SESSIONS WE HAD UP UNTIL THIS INCLUDED ADAAG SPECIAL SECTIONS TRAINING AND I WANTED TO MAKE SURE THAT WE COVERED THAT SO THAT WE KNEW ABOUT THE SPECIAL SECTIONS IN THE CURRENT ADAAG THAT WE ARE USING.  WHICH IS UNDER -- IN PROCESS OF BEING REVISED, BUT AS I WILL EXPLAIN IN A FEW MINUTES, THE CURRENT ONE IS STILL THE ONE THAT HAS EFFECT OF LAW AND SO I WANTED TO START OUT OUR FOUR-PART SERIES MAKING SURE EVERYBODY KNEW HOW THAT BOOK REGULATION WAS LAID OUT AND HOW TO USE THE SPECIAL SECTIONS TO GET INFORMATION ON TYPES OF BUILDINGS THAT HAVE REQUIREMENTS ABOVE AND BEYOND THE MAIN PART OF ADAAG.  SO THAT IS WHY WE WENT OVER SPECIAL SECTIONS CONCERNING LIBRARIES, LODGING, MEDICAL CARE FACILITIES AND OTHERS THAT ARE INCLUDED IN SPECIAL SECTIONS.  IN THE NEW ADAAG, THOSE SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS WILL BE SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE NEW RULE.  THEY WILL STILL BE THERE, BUT IDENTIFYING THEM IN THE CURRENT ADAAG HAS HELPED ME EXPLAIN THEM SO THAT PEOPLE REALIZE THERE ARE PARTICULAR THINGS THAT ARE NECESSARY IN THOSE KINDS OF BUILDINGS.  WE ALSO TOUCHED ON THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY IN ONE OF OUR SESSIONS SO THAT PEOPLE KNEW WHERE TO GET RESOURCES THAT THEY NEED WHEN THEY WERE TRYING TO FIGURE OUT CURB RAMPS AND SIDEWALKS AND ACCESSIBLE PEDESTRIAN SIGNALS AND PROVIDE THOSE FEATURES IN NEW BUILDING DESIGNS.   WE ALSO TOUCHED ON OUR LAST SESSION IN COMMON ERRORS AND OMISSIONS IN NEW CONSTRUCTION TO TRY TO GET EVERYBODY ON BOARD AS FAR AS THINGS THAT WE MAY BE MISSING REGULARLY THAT THOSE OF US THAT ARE OUT IN THE FIELD SURVEYING FACILITIES FOR ACCESSIBILITY ARE SEEING IN THE PROCESS OF WALKING THOSE SITES AND SEEING THOSE SURVEYS OF EXISTING STRUCTURES AND NEW CONSTRUCTION THAT HAVE COMMON ERRORS AND OMISSIONS IN THEM.  THAT, OF COURSE, WAS BASED ON A DOCUMENT THAT YOU CAN GET THROUGH DLRP THAT WAS PRODUCED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE BY THE SAME NAME, COMMON ERRORS AND OMISSIONS.  THE ONES THAT WE HIGHLIGHTED IN THAT SESSION CONCENTRATED ON NEW CONSTRUCTION, BUT WE ARE SEEING THOSE SAME ERRORS EVEN WHEN FOLKS ARE DOING READILY ACHIEVABLE BARRIER REMOVAL, THEY ARE NOT PAYING ATTENTION TO WHAT MAKES UP ACCESSIBILITY SO THAT THEY TRY TO DO THINGS RIGHT THE FIRST TIME AROUND.  SO THIS SESSION, OUR LAST SESSION BRINGS US TO HARMONIZATION OF THE STANDARDS.  AND IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN A THING IN THE PAST WHERE WE HAVE BUILDING CODE VERSUS ADAAG. WHEN I’M TALKING ABOUT ADAAG, I’M TALKING ABOUT THE ADA ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES.  WHEN THEY ARE PICKED UP BY THE AGENCIES THAT ENFORCE THE ADA, THEY BECOME THE ADA ACCESSIBILITY STANDARDS WE LOOK AT TO DETERMINE WHAT MAKES UP ACCESSIBILITY.  THEY BECOME THE STANDARDS FOR ACCESSIBLE DESIGN AS THEY ARE INCLUDED IN DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE'S RULES, REGULATIONS FOR WHERE THE ADA APPLIED BECAUSE THOSE ARE THE ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES FOR THE THINGS WE ARE TALKING ABOUT THAT SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT.  AND THEN THERE IS BUILDING CODE.  WHICH DOESN'T HAVE MUCH TO DO WITH OUR CIVIL RIGHTS LAW OF THE ADA, BUT HAS EVERYTHING TO DO WITH BUILDINGS THAT ARE BEING BUILT AROUND US IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR AND DETERMINATIONS THAT ARE BEING MADE ON THE DEGREE OF ACCESSIBILITY THAT IS BEING INCLUDED IN THOSE NEW CONSTRUCTION BUILDINGS.  UP UNTIL RECENTLY, THE RULE OF THUMB HAS BEEN TO ALWAYS GO TO -- WELL, ANSI HAS BEEN THE STANDARD THAT THE BUILDING OFFICIALS ARE GENERALLY LOOKING AT WHEN THEY ARE LOOKING AT ACCESSIBILITY UNDER LOCAL BUILDING CODE.  AND WHAT HAPPENS IS IN THE PAST, DEPENDING ON WHERE YOU HAVE LIVED IN THE COUNTRY, YOU COULD HAVE ONE OF SEVERAL COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING CODE.  SOME FOLKS IN CERTAIN STATES HAD CODE THAT WAS WRITTEN BY AN ORGANIZATION CALLED BOCA, WHICH STANDS FOR BUILDING OFFICIALS AND CODE ADMINISTRATORS INTERNATIONAL, OR IF YOU LIVED IN THE SOUTH, YOU MIGHT BE LOOKING AT A BUILDING CODE THAT WAS WRITTEN BY THE SOUTHERN BUILDING CODE CONGRESS INTERNATIONAL, OR THE SBCCI, OR IN ANOTHER PART OF THE COUNTRY YOU MIGHT BE LOOKING AT A DOCUMENT, A BUILDING CODE THAT WAS DEVELOPED BY ANOTHER CONFERENCE OF BUILDING OFFICIALS CALLED THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF BUILDING OFFICIALS, OR ICBO.  THOSE WERE THE THREE BIGGIES AS FAR AS BUILDING CODE AUTHORITIES AND THEY ALL -- AS THEY WERE MAKING THEIR RULE-MAKING PROCESS WENT TO A DOCUMENT CALLED ANSI A117 WAS THE NAME OF THE DOCUMENT THAT REFERENCED THEIR ADOPTED STANDARDS FOR THE BUILDING CODES.  AND IT GOT KIND OF CONFUSING OVER THE YEARS WHEN WE WERE LOOKING AT BUILDING CODES BECAUSE DEPENDING ON WHERE YOU WERE LOCATED THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY AND WHAT BUILDING CODE YOU WERE UNDER AS FAR AS BUILDING THINGS IN YOUR STATE, YOU MIGHT HAVE DIFFERENT COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING AND ACCESSIBILITY CODES.  SOME STATES HAD THEIR OWN BUILDING CODE THAT REFERENCED THEIR OWN ACCESSIBILITY STANDARDS, LIKE NEW YORK STATE.  SEVERAL STATES HAD COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING STANDARDS AND THEY REFERENCED ANSI AND THERE WERE SEVERAL SECTIONS OF ANSI AS IT WAS UPDATED.  NOW I WANT TO TALK ABOUT WHERE THE ANSI STANDARD CAME FROM, AS WELL AS WHERE THE ADA ACCESSIBILITY STANDARD COMES FROM OR HOW IT BECOMES THE STANDARD FROM BEING ADAAG, PRODUCED BY THE ACCESS BOARD, TO THE STANDARD, ONCE IT IS PICKED UP BY THE FEDERAL ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES THAT ENFORCE THE ADA.  BUT UP FRONT, WE SHOULD BE PROBABLY BE REAL STRAIGHT THAT IF YOU TALK TO A BUILDING CODE OFFICIAL ABOUT THE ADA, IN MOST STATES HE IS GOING TO THROW UP, HE OR SHE, EXCUSE ME, WILL THROW UP HIS HANDS AND SAY I CAN'T ENFORCE THE ADA, UNLESS YOU ARE IN A STATE LIKE MARYLAND THAT HAS ADOPTED THE ADAAG AS THEIR STANDARD THE LAST TIME I CHECKED.  WHEN THEIR CODE ADOPTS THE ADAAG, THEY ARE REFERENCING THE SAME ACCESSIBILITY STANDARD.  BUT IN MOST STATES, A BUILDING CODE OFFICIAL WOULD SAY, NO, I’M NOT ENFORCING ADAAG.  THAT'S CORRECT.  THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS PUT OUT MANY LETTERS FROM TIME TO TIME MAKING -- TRYING TO MAKE THAT CLEAR THAT BUILDING CODE OFFICIALS ENFORCE BUILDING CODE, AND OUR CIVIL RIGHTS LAW, THE ADA, CAN BE ENFORCED BY ANYONE WHO IS DISCRIMINATED AGAINST BECAUSE IT IS JUST THAT, A CIVIL RIGHTS LAW.  THERE IS A BIG DIFFERENCE THERE.  AND SO THIS SESSION ON HARMONIZATION WHEN I TALK ABOUT THAT, I’M TALKING ABOUT THE EFFORT THAT IS ON TO TRY TO BRING THE STANDARD THAT THE BUILDING CODES FOLKS USE, USUALLY ANSI, TO MAKE IT LOOK THE SAME AS THE ADAAG, AND VICE VERSA.  THE ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES ARE BEING REVISED SO THAT THEY ARE MORE IN HARMONY WITH THE BUILDING CODE REFERENCED STANDARD, THE ANSI A117.  I WILL GET INTO THE LATEST AND GREATEST OF WHAT IS HAPPENING WITH BOTH OF THEM AS WE GET FURTHER INTO THIS SESSION.  LET ME GIVE YOU A QUICK IDEA OF WHERE THE ACCESSIBILITY -- WHERE ACCESSIBILITY COMES FROM.  IT HAD TO START SOMEPLACE.  WE DIDN'T JUST SUDDENLY REALIZE THAT WE NEEDED ACCESSIBILITY AND HAVE A SET OF GUIDANCE TO FOLLOW RIGHT OFF THE BAT.  WE HAD TO START SOMEPLACE.  AND ORIGINALLY, ONE OF THE PLACES THAT STARTED WAS WITH THE ANSI STANDARD.  THE ORIGINAL ADDITION TO THE ANSI STANDARD WAS BACK IN 1961.  SOMEBODY TOLD ME AT SOME POINT, I THINK IT WAS 9 PAGES THAT THE STANDARD WAS MADE UP OF, NOT VERY MUCH INFORMATION, BUT THEY HAD TO START SOME PLACE.  AND OVER THE YEARS, THE ANSI HAS BEEN REVISED TO THESE DAYS- I HAVE ONE ON MY DESK- LET ME SEE NOW- IT IS NOW 78 PAGES, THE NEWEST ANSI IS.  THAT IS THE '98 EDITION.  THE STANDARD HAS GROWN BECAUSE OVER THE YEARS WE HAVE LEARNED MORE ABOUT ACCESSIBILITY AS REVISIONS ARE DONE ON THESE DOCUMENTS, THEY INCLUDE THE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO GATHER EITHER THROUGH PEOPLE'S COMMENTS OR THROUGH ADDITIONAL RESEARCH BEING DONE BY THE STANDARDS SETTING COMMITTEES.   BUT THEY WENT ON AFTER 1961 AND HAS GONE THROUGH REVISIONS SINCE THEN.  AND THE STANDARD WAS REAFFIRMED IN 1971.  IN 1974 THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, HUD, JOINED THE SECRETARY AND SPONSORED NEEDED RESEARCH WHICH BROUGHT UP THE 1980 EDITION.  THEY HAVE GONE THROUGH FURTHER REVISIONS SINCE THEN, IN 1986 THERE WAS A REVISION AND SHORTLY AFTER THAT, IN 1987, ANOTHER GROUP CALLED THE COUNSEL OF AMERICAN BUILDING OFFICIALS ASSUMED THE SECRETARIAT.  THEY ARE THE FOLKS PUT IN CHARGE OF PUTTING OUT THE ANSI 117 AND DEVELOPING WHAT IS CALLED THE A117 COMMITTEE THAT IS LIKE OUR ACCESS BOARD COMMITTEE THAT WAS PUT IN CHARGE OF PUTTING TOGETHER RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AN UPDATED ADAAG.  THEY KEEP WORKING ON REVISIONS AND UPDATES OF THE STANDARD.  THAT WAS DEVELOPING.  FEDERAL LAWS WERE COMING OUT REQUIRING ACCESSIBILITY AND BACK IN THOSE DAYS, THERE WASN'T ANY FEDERAL GUIDANCE FOR ACCESSIBILITY UNTIL IT STARTED COMING OUT.  AND YEARS AGO, IN 1982, THE ACCESS BOARD WAS ESTABLISHED AND GIVEN THE TASK OF COMING UP WITH AN ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINE.  THEY WERE GIVEN THAT TASK BEFORE 1982, BUT IN 1982 IS WHEN THEY ISSUED THE UNIFORM FEDERAL ACCESSIBILITY STANDARDS WHICH WERE USED TO GIVE PEOPLE GUIDANCE ON ACCESSIBILITY REQUIRED BY THE ARCHITECTURAL BARRIERS ACT OF 1968.  AT THAT POINT, THE FEDS STARTED ON ACCESSIBILITY STANDARDS THEMSELVES.  THERE WAS ONE BEFORE THAT CALLED THE M. GRAD, WHICH WAS REALLY THE ORIGINAL FEDERAL STANDARD.  BUT THE UFAS PICKED UP STEAM AFTER 1982 AS FAR AS BEING THE STANDARD FOR ACCESSIBILITY IN FEDERAL BUILDINGS.  GETTING BACK TO ANSI, IT KEPT GETTING REVISED.  IN 1992 THERE WAS A REVISION, AN UPDATED ANSI 117.  IT WAS PUT OUT BY THAT CABO ORGANIZATION.  IT IS KNOWN AS THE 1992 CABO ANSI.  IT IS THE OFFICIAL NAME OF IT, OF THE DOCUMENT.  AND THE 1992 VERSION WAS THEN VERY CLOSE OR NUMBERING WISE IT LOOKED LIKE A LOT LIKE THE ADAAG, A YEAR AFTER THAT WAS SIGNED INTO LAW.  WHEN YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT ANSI, YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT BUILDING CODE AND A BUILDING OFFICIAL WILL BE THE PERSON WHO IS ENFORCING THE ANSI.  IT WILL DEPEND ON WHETHER IT IS ADOPTED BY THEIR LOCAL MUNICIPALITY OR NOT AS THEIR BUILDING CODE.  THEY WOULD ADOPT A BUILDING CODE AND THE BUILDING CODE WOULD SAY, OKAY, WHERE THIS BUILDING HAS TO BE ACCESSIBLE, WE REFERENCE ANSI AS OUR ACCESSIBILITY STANDARD FOR THIS BUILDING.  AND THEN IN '98, THE ANSI WAS REVISED AGAIN.  PRIOR TO THAT, IN 1994, THE COUNCIL OF AMERICAN BUILDING OFFICIALS BECAME THE INTERNATIONAL CODES COUNCIL, THE ICC.  THEY WERE FORMED IN 1984 OUT OF THOSE AUTHORITIES THAT I NAMED EARLIER THAT HAD AUTHORITY OVER DIFFERENT BUILDING CODES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.  THE BOCA, THE ICBO AND THE SBCI, FOR SOUTHERN BUILDING CODE, ALL GOT TOGETHER AND FORMED AND FOUNDED IN 1994 AS A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION, THE ICC.  IT WAS DEDICATED TO DEVELOPING A SINGLE SET OF COMPREHENSIVE AND COORDINATED NATIONAL MODEL CONSTRUCTION CODES AND THE FOUNDERS OF THE ICC INCLUDED ALL OF THOSE ORGANIZATIONS.  THEY WERE, INSTEAD OF WORKING WITH THREE BUILDING CODES, WANTING TO HARMONIZE THEIR BUILDING CODES IN WHAT IS KNOWN AS THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE OR THE IBC.  IT REFERENCES THAT LATEST VERSION, 1998, OF THE ICC ANSI 117.  WHEN THAT WAS WRITTEN BACK IN 1981 WHEN IT FIRST CAME OUT, A LOT OF THE THINGS YOU FOUND IN THE ORIGINAL ADAAG WERE BASED ON A LOT OF ANSI.  THAT WAS THEN REVISED AND BASED ON THINGS THAT WERE NEW AND FOUND IN THE ADAAG.  IN FACT, RIGHT NOW WE ARE WAITING ON A REVISION OF THE ANSI THAT IS DUE OUT IN 2003 AND WE WILL SEE IF THAT COMES OUT ON TIME.  SO FAR IT IS ON SCHEDULE.  AS OF RIGHT NOW, IF YOU ARE A BUILDING OFFICIAL, CHANCES ARE YOU ARE OPERATING UNDER ONE OF THOSE BUILDING AUTHORITIES THAT I MENTIONED, OR YOUR STATE CODE.  CHANCES ARE, AT THIS TIME IT REFERENCES AN ANSI A117.  SOME PLACES ARE STILL -- I CAUTION THOSE ARCHITECTS LISTENING.  IT TOTALLY DEPENDS ON THE STATE STILL WHETHER THEY ARE OPERATING UNDER BOCA OR WHETHER THEY ARE OPERATING UNDER THE SOUTHERN BUILDING CODE OR WHETHER THEY ARE OPERATING UNDER UBC DEPENDS AND WHAT FORM OF ANSI ALSO DEPENDS.  SOME PLACES ARE OPERATING ON AN ANSI THAT CAN DATE BACK TO 1980.  SO IT IS REALLY IMPORTANT TO CHECK IF YOU'RE DESIGNING A STRUCTURE IN AN AREA THAT YOU HAVEN'T WORKED IN BEFORE TO SEE WHICH LOCAL CODE HAS BEEN ADOPTED AND WHICH ANSI YOU ARE LOOKING AT, BECAUSE IT CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.  TO THIS DAY, ONE OF THE QUESTIONS I GET IS, WE ARE ALSO GOING THROUGH REVISIONS ON THE ADAAG.  PEOPLE SAY, IS MY COPY OF ADAAG UP TO DATE?  I SAY, YEAH, THE CURRENT ONE YOU ARE USING AND HAVE BEEN USING IS STILL THE ENFORCEABLE STANDARD.  THERE HAVE BEEN ONLY A COUPLE LIMITED CHANGES THAT HAVE BEEN INCORPORATED INTO THE ENFORCEABLE STANDARD ADAAG. AND THERE ARE THINGS THAT THEY ARE WORKING ON, WHICH I WILL TELL YOU ABOUT SHORTLY, THAT ARE PART OF THE NEW RULE-MAKING PROCESS.  BUT TO UNDERSTAND WHERE WE ARE COMING FROM, I FELT YOU NEEDED TO KNOW WHERE THE ANSI WAS COMING FROM UP FRONT.  A LOT OF TIMES IF IT IS A DESIGN ISSUE WE ARE LOOKING AT, YOU WILL HAVE REQUIREMENTS UNDER ANSI AND LOCAL BUILDING CODE AND THE FEDERAL RIGHTS LAW THAT ARE UNDER ADAAG.  IF YOU ARE A DESIGNER OR AN ARCHITECT OR A BUILDER, YOU NEED TO BE CHECKING AND MAKING SURE THAT THE DESIGNS THAT ARE GOING OUT THERE FOR CONSTRUCTION INCLUDE THE LATEST REQUIREMENTS FOR ACCESSIBILITY.  BEFORE I GET INTO WHAT IS HAPPENING WITH THE ADAAG, LET ME JUST SEE IF THERE ARE ANY QUESTIONS ON THE LINE ABOUT ICC ANSI OR ANY OF THAT STUFF BEFORE WE MOVE ON. 

>>RACHEL:  DO YOU WANT TO QUEUE TO EXPLAIN HOW TO ASK QUESTIONS? 

>>OPERATOR:  SURE.  IF YOU HAVE A TOUCH TONE PHONE, PRESS STAR ONE ON YOUR TOUCH TONE PHONE NOW. 

>> RACHEL:  AS PEOPLE QUEUE, LET'S GO AHEAD AND TAKE OUR MINUTE MUSIC BREAK.  WHEN WE COME BACK, WE WILL ANSWER QUESTIONS.

>>RACHEL:  IS THERE ANYBODY LINED UP TO ASK A QUESTION? 

>>OPERATOR:  NO, MA'AM

>>RACHEL:   MARK, WE HAVE A COUPLE QUESTIONS IN, AND I ANTICIPATE YOU WILL END UP ANSWERING THEM.  BUT ANYWAY, THE QUESTION RELATES TO THE FACT THAT THERE ARE ALL THESE STANDARDS AND BUILDING CODES.  WHY DO WE ALSO NEED THE ADAAG AND WHY DO WE KNOW WHICH ONE WE ARE SUPPOSED TO BE REFERRING TO? 

>>MARK:  THAT IS A GOOD QUESTION.  I SHOULD HAVE DONE THE -- WHEN WE ARE LOOKING AT THE AREA WHERE WE ARE BUILDING A BUILDING, WE WILL CHECK AND SEE WHAT THE LOCAL BUILDING CODE IS.  IN A LOT OF PLACES, FOR INSTANCE, BOCA IS THE REFERENCE BUILDING CODE AND THAT REFERENCES AS ITS ACCESSIBILITY STANDARD ANSI A117.  USUALLY IN IT IS BOCA, THEY WILL BE REFERENCES THE ICC.  WHEN YOU ARE LOOKING AT THIS, YOU HAVE FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS, UNDER THE ADA AND THAT REFERENCES THE ADAAG.  THE ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES IS THE DOJ. ONE IS THE STANDARD FOR BUILDING CODE.  ONE IS THE STANDARD FOR FEDERAL LAW.  THE TWO HAVE TO BE LOOKED AT TO SEE WHICH ONE IS MOST STRINGENT, USUALLY THE REQUIREMENTS HAVE BEEN PRETTY CLOSE AND THERE HAVE BEEN SOME DIFFERENCES IN THE PAST AND THAT IS PART OF THIS HARMONIZATION PROCESS TO GET THEM LOOKING MORE AND MORE ALIKE.  CHANCES ARE, I WANT TO SAY WE WILL GET TO A POINT TO WHERE WE ONLY HAVE ONE STANDARD, CHANCES ARE YOU ARE GOING TO END UP WITH TWO STANDARDS THAT WILL ALWAYS BE THERE BECAUSE YOU CAN'T ALWAYS GET THE STATE FOLKS TO USE A FEDERAL STANDARD, AND YOU CAN'T GET A -- THE FEDERAL FOLKS TO USE A STATE STANDARD.  SO YOU CAN'T -- WHILE YOU CAN'T GET THESE KIDS TO PLAY TOGETHER, YOU CAN GET THE ONLY TWO ACCESSIBLE STANDARDS, OTHER THAN THE STATES OWN CODES, LOOKING SO MUCH ALIKE IT IS LIKE WE ARE USING ONLY ONE CODE OR ACCESSIBILITY STANDARD, AND THAT IS WHAT WE ARE WORKING TOWARDS.  RIGHT NOW, YOU NEED TO LOOK, IF YOU ARE AN ARCHITECT OUT THERE, AT WHICH ONE IS THE MOST STRINGENT.  IF YOU HAVE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR ACCESSIBILITY STANDARD, IF IT CAN BE DETERMINED TO BE THE MOST STRINGENT, THAT IS THE ONE YOU NEED TO USE FOR YOUR DESIGN.  WHEN YOU LOOK AT THOSE, IT WILL COME DOWN TO LOOKING AT -- UNLESS YOU HAVE A STATE BUILDING CODE WHICH REFERENCES A STATE BUILDING CODE AND EVEN THEN THEY USUALLY GO TO ANSI, YOU WILL LOOK AT ANSI AND ADAAG AND COMPARE WHAT IS THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE AND THAT IS THE ONE YOU SHOULD BE USING FOR YOUR DESIGN.  THE WAY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE LAID IT OUT WHEN THEY WROTE THE RULE THAT GOES ALONG WITH THE ADA AND THE ADAAG.  HOPEFULLY THAT ANSWERS THAT QUESTION. 

>>RACHEL:  ACTUALLY, THAT ANSWERED THREE QUESTIONS

>> RACHEL:  OKAY.  WE ALSO HAVE A REQUEST FOR BOTH YOU AND ME, MARK, TO TRY TO SPEAK SLOWLY ENOUGH FOR THE CAPTIONER TO KEEP UP WITH US. 

>>MARK:   OKAY. 

>> RACHEL:  IF THERE IS NOBODY ELSE IN LINE, MARK, GO AHEAD. 

>> HAVING GIVEN YOU A LITTLE BACKGROUND, MORE THAN YOU EVER WANTED PROBABLY, ON ANSI, LET ME GIVE YOU A BACKGROUND OF HOW WE GOT TO WHERE WE ARE TODAY IN THE ADAAG.  THE ACCESS BOARD IS RESPONSIBLE FOR DEVELOPING AND MAINTAINING ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND ALTERATION OF FACILITIES COVERED BY THE ADA, AS WELL AS -- WHICH IS THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT.  NOW I USE THE ACRONYM.  IT ALSO HOLDS A SIMILAR RESPONSIBILITY UNDER THE ARCHITECTURAL BARRIERS ACT OF 1968.  THAT IS THE ABA.  AND THE BOARD'S GUIDELINES PROVIDE A MINIMUM BASELINE FOR OTHER FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS THAT ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ENFORCING THE STANDARDS.  THE LAW REQUIRES THAT THE BOARD ISSUE MINIMUM GUIDELINES TO HELP THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN ESTABLISHING ACCESSIBILITY STANDARDS UNDER TITLE II AND III OF THE ADA.  THESE STANDARDS MUST BE CONSISTENT WITH THE BOARD'S GUIDELINES, SO WHAT HAPPENS IS, IN SHORT, THE BOARD PROVIDES THE ADA ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES OUT THERE IN FINAL FORM OR WHAT HAPPENED HISTORICALLY, THEY PROVIDED IT, THEN THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION PICKED THEM UP AS THEIR STANDARD, ENFORCEABLE STANDARD, BECAUSE THEY ARE THE AGENCIES ENFORCING THE ADA.  THE ABA REQUIRES ACCESS TO FACILITIES DESIGNED, BUILT, ALTERED OR LEASED WITH FEDERAL FUNDS.  UNLIKE THE ADA, WHICH ESTABLISHED ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS UNDER TITLE II AND PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS AND COMMERCIAL FACILITIES UNDER TITLE III, THE ABA HAS A SIMILAR SCOPE TOWARDS FEDERAL BUILDINGS AND THOSE THAT ARE BUILT, ALTERED OR LEASED WITH FEDERAL FUNDS.  THE STANDARDS SETTING AGENCIES ARE THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE, THE GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION -- I’M TRYING TO SLOW DOWN FOR THE CAPTIONER -- THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND THE U.S. POSTAL SERVICE. SO, IF YOU ALL, THE FOLKS THAT ARE LISTENING THAT ARE ADVOCATES AND YOU ARE TALKING TO A POST OFFICE, FOR INSTANCE, YOU WOULDN'T BE TALKING TO THEM ABOUT THEIR REQUIREMENTS UNDER THE ADA.  YOU WOULD BE TALKING TO THEM ABOUT REQUIREMENTS UNDER THE ABA.  OKAY?  UP UNTIL THIS RULE-MAKING PROCESS THAT WE ARE GOING THROUGH RIGHT NOW IN REVISING THE ADAAG, IT WENT THROUGH A DIFFERENT STANDARD FOR FEDERAL BUILDINGS IN SOME CASES AND IT WENT TO WHAT WAS CALLED THE UNIFORM FEDERAL ACCESSIBILITY STANDARDS THAT I MENTIONED EARLIER.  AND OF LATE, A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE GOING TO ADAAG BECAUSE THEY KNOW THIS REVISION IS COMING UP, AND THAT'S WHAT THEY ARE GOING TO.  BUT EACH FEDERAL DEPARTMENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR STANDARDS, AND THEY BASE THEM ON THE BOARD'S GUIDELINES.  OKAY?  AND THAT WILL BE DONE UNDER BOTH THE ADA AND THE ABA UNDER THIS NEW REVISION.  REPRESENTATIVES OF THE DEPARTMENTS THAT ENFORCE THE LAW HAVE BEEN PART OF THE PROCESS.  THEY HAVE BEEN ON THE BOARDS THAT HAVE WORKED TO COORDINATE THE REVISION, SO THEIR INPUT HAS BEEN INCLUDED SO THAT WE MAKE THIS A SMOOTH PROCESS.  BACK IN 1990, THE ADA WAS PASSED, AND, AGAIN, THE ACCESS BOARD WAS GIVEN THE JOB OF PROVIDING US WITH GUIDELINES AND TELLING US, OKAY, WHAT IS ACCESSIBILITY?  WELL, WITHIN A YEAR, IN '91, IN JULY, ON THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY, AS WELL AS IN SEPTEMBER, WHEN THEY INCLUDED ACCESSIBILITY -- SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES, THE ADAAG WAS FIRST PUBLISHED THEN AND THEN PICKED UP BY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO BE INCORPORATED INTO THEIR IMPLEMENTING REGULATIONS.  SO, THAT'S HOW THE ADAAG BECAME ENFORCEABLE.  IN DEVELOPING THE ORIGINAL ADAAG, THE BOARD IDENTIFIED SUBJECTS WHERE THEY DIDN'T HAVE ENOUGH INFORMATION OR ENOUGH INPUT AS FAR AS PRODUCTS THAT WERE AVAILABLE FROM VENDORS THAT MIGHT ADDRESS ACCESSIBILITY WHERE THEY WERE GOING TO REQUIRE IT IN CERTAIN INSTANCES.  SO THEY IDENTIFIED SUBJECTS FOR FURTHER RULE-MAKING BASED ON INFORMATION THAT THEY RECEIVED FROM PUBLIC COMMENTS, FROM THE VENDORS, FROM OTHERS.  THE BOARD INITIATED A LONG TERM AGENDA OF RULE-MAKING A YEAR AFTER THE ADAAG WAS FIRST PUBLISHED.  IT PROCEEDED WITH THE AGENDA, INDEPENDENTLY FROM THE UPDATE OF THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT.  THEY KNEW THEY WERE GOING TO BE WORKING ON A REVISION OF THE ADAAG, BUT THEY ALSO RIGHT FROM THE START KNEW THAT THERE WERE ISSUES THAT NEEDED FURTHER CLARITY, NEEDED A RULE-MAKING, BUT WE DIDN'T HAVE ENOUGH INFORMATION YET.  SO ON SEPARATE TRACKS, THE BOARD DEVELOPED ADAAG SUPPLEMENTS.  AND THE ONES THAT ARE DONE ARE, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT FACILITIES THAT WAS MADE AVAILABLE IN '98, WHICH A LOT OF YOU HEARD ABOUT AS THAT CAME OUT AS A GUIDELINE.  AGAIN, THESE DON'T HAVE FORCE OF LAW YET.  BUILDING ELEMENTS DESIGN FOR CHILDREN'S USE CAME OUT IN '98.  A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE MISSING THE FACT THAT THESE ARE OPTIONAL ELEMENTS DESIGNED FOR CHILDREN'S USE.  IF YOU HAVE A CLIENTIEL THAT IS, LET'S SAY YOU ARE AT A CHILD CARE CENTER AND ALL OF YOUR CUSTOMERS ARE THREE FEET TALL, THE ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS THAT ARE IN ADAAG MAY NOT BE VERY EFFECTIVE FOR THAT AUDIENCE.  SO, FURTHER RESEARCH WAS DONE AND GUIDANCE ESTABLISHED FOR BUILDING ELEMENTS DESIGNED FOR CHILDREN'S USE THAT ARE OPTIONAL WHEN YOU HAVE THAT KIND OF CUSTOMER UNDER EQUIVALENT FACILITATION AND THAT WAS PUT OUT IN 1998.  AGAIN, IT DOESN'T HAVE FORCE OF LAW, BUT IT HAD TO BE PART OF AN INITIAL RULE MAKING PROCESS.  SO WE COULD DO THE -- SO IT COULD BE PICKED UP WHEN THE OTHER REVISION OF THE ADAAG WAS COMPLETED.  TWO OTHERS THAT THEY HAVE COMPLETED ARE THE GUIDELINES ON PLAY AREAS THAT WAS FINISHED IN 2000 AND THE GUIDANCE ON RECREATIONAL FACILITIES WHICH JUST CAME OUT THIS MONTH.  ON THE OTHER SIDE, IN '94, THE BOARD INITIATED THAT EFFORT TO REVISE THE ADAAG.  AND SO, BY PUTTING TOGETHER A COMMITTEE, THAT'S WHAT WE DO, IT'S THE FEDERAL WAY.  WHEN YOU DON'T KNOW ENOUGH ABOUT SOMETHING, YOU DO WHAT?  ESTABLISH A COMMITTEE.  YOU DO RESEARCH.  PUT EVERYBODY TOGETHER AND FIGURE OUT, HOW WILL WE PROVIDE ACCESSIBILITY?  SO THEADAAG ADVISORY COMMITTEE WAS FORMED IN 1994.  IT HAD 22 MEMEBERS REPRESENTING THE DESIGN INDUSTURY, AND STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITIES, PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES AND PEOPLE WITHIN -- ALSO, OTHER PEOPLE WITHIN STANDARDS MAKING AUTHORITY AND VENDORS WHO SOLD PRODUCTS.  THE COMMITTEE WAS CHARGED WITH REVIEWING ADAAG IN ITS ENTIRETY, AND MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE BOARD ON HOW THEY COULD IMPROVE THE ADAAG.  THEY MADE RECOMMENDATIONS ON IMPROVING THE ADAAG'S FORMAT AND USABILITY.  THEY ALSO WANTED THE COMMITTEE TO RECONCILE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ADAAG AND THE NATIONAL STANDARDS.  THEY WANTED TO START WORKING ON HARMONIZATION RIGHT OFF THE BAT.  THAT WAS ONE OF THE GOALS OF THIS COMMITTEE.  RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NEW ADAAG WAS PUBLISHED FROM THIS COMMITTEE IN '96.  THE RECOMMENDED CHANGES WOULD ALSO MAKE THE ARRANGEMENT AND FORMAT OF ADAAG MORE CONSISTENT WITH THOSE MODEL BUILDING CODES AND ALSO MAKE IT EASIER TO BE UNDERSTOOD, INTERPRETED AND APPLIED WITHIN THE BUILDING FIELD.  THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE COORDINATED CLOSELY WITH THE ANSI COMMITTEE, THERE IS A COMMITTEE AT THE ACCESS BOARD THAT IS UPDATING THE ADAAG, AND THERE IS A COMMITTEE ON THE ANSI ON THE RULE-MAKING BOARDS, ON ICC, ANSI HAS THE COMMITTEE IT IS CALLED, THE A117 COMMITTEE.  THEY HAVE A MUCH LONGER NAME THAN THAT.  BUT THAT IS THE ONE I WILL GIVE YOU TO CALL DURING THIS SESSION, JUST AS I’M SAYING ACCESS BOARD FOR THEIR LONG NAME.  WHILE THE ADAAG REQUIREMENTS DERIVED FROM AN EARLIER VERSION OF ANSI, THERE WERE STILL MAJOR DIFFERENCES.  THEY WANTED THAT TO BE ADDRESSED ON BOTH THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND THE ANSI COMMITTEE THEY SOUGHT TO RECONCILE THESE DIFFERENCES WITH THE ADAAG AND AS THEY WERE UPDATING THE ANSI STANDARD.  THE BOARD ISSUED MINIMUM GUIDELINES GOING BACK TO THE ABA STUFF, THE BOARD ISSUED MINIMUM GUIDELINES FOR FEDERALLY FUNDED FACILITIES AS I HAVE TOLD YOU IN '82, THEY WERE CALLED THE UNIFORM FEDERAL ACCESSIBILITIES STANDARDS.  THE BOARD HAS COORDINATED THE UPDATE OF ITS ABA GUIDELINES WITH ITS REVIEW OF THE ADAAG IN ORDER TO RECONCILE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THEM ALSO AND TO ESTABLISH A MORE CONSISTENT LEVEL OF ACCESSIBILITY BETWEEN FACILITIES THAT ARE COVERED BY ADA AND THOSE SUBJECT TO THE ABA.  IN THE REVISION, THEY SOUGHT TO MAKE IT AN ADA AND ABA ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES.  THE REVISION THEY ARE WORKING ON ACTUALLY HAS THREE SECTIONS, OR THE PROPOSED RULE DID WHEN IT CAME OUT IN '99.  THEY DID WORK ON THIS REVISION.  THEY TOOK THE REPORT.  THE BOARD USED IT AS A BASIS TO PUBLISH A PROPOSED RULE IN '99, WHICH A LOT OF US SAW.  WE GOT IT FROM THE ACCESS BOARD BECAUSE IT WAS OPEN FOR PUBLIC COMMENT.  AND HOPEFULLY MANY OF YOU WILL REMEMBER ME RUNNING AROUND AT THAT POINT, SAYING, LET'S COMMENT ON IT, THOSE OF US IN THE DISABILITY COMMUNITY SHOULD BE SENDING IN OUR COMMENTS, READ THIS PROPOSED RULE AND GIVE THE ACCESS BOARD THE FEEDBACK THEY ARE ASKING FOR ON DIFFERENT THINGS BECAUSE THAT IS HOW WE GET BETTER ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES.  SO A LOT OF YOU DID.  I WILL GIVE YOU SOME NUMBERS HERE THAT WILL PROBABLY BLOW YOU AWAY.  AS I’M DOING THAT, LET ME EXPLAIN THE DOCUMENT THAT WE LOOKED AT THAT POINT IN '99 FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO DIDN'T SEE IT.  THE PROPOSED RULE CONTAINED THREE PARTS.  IT HAD AN APPLICATION AND SCOPING SECTION FOR THE REQUIREMENTS FOR FACILITIES COVERED BY ADA.  IT HAD A SECTION THAT HAD THE APPLICATION AND SCOPING REQUIREMENTS FOR FACILITIES COVERED BY ABA, TWO SETS OF SCOPING SECTIONS, TWO SETS OF SCOPING REQUIREMENTS IN TWO DIFFERENT SECTIONS THERE.  IT HAD A COMMON SET OF TECHNICAL PROVISIONS THAT WERE REFERENCED BY BOTH SCOPING DOCUMENTS.  SO YOU WOULD GO INTO ONE SECTION THAT HAD THE SCOPING REQUIREMENTS FOR ADA, IF YOU ARE LOOKING AT A TITLE II ENTITY OR TITLE III ENTITY UNDER ADA, AND YOU WOULD GO INTO A SEPARATE SECTION IF YOU WERE LOOKING AT SOMETHING COVERED UNDER ABA, LIKE THE POST OFFICE OR ANOTHER BUILDING THAT FELL UNDER THE REQUIREMENTS OF ABA.  SO THEN YOU WOULD GO, AFTER YOU GOT THE SCOPING REQUIREMENTS OF WHERE THE ACCESSIBILITY HAD TO BE AND HOW MANY PIECES, THEN TO DETERMINE WHAT MADE UP AN ACCESSIBLE PIECE, YOU WOULD GO TO THE COMMON SET OF TECHNICAL PROVISIONS THAT BOTH SCOPING SECTIONS SHARED IN THE BACK.  IT WAS THE ADAAG.  IT WAS WHAT TOLD YOU THE WHY BEHIND ACCESSIBILITY.  SO THE PROPOSED RULE ALSO INCORPORATED SOME SUPPLEMENTS TO THE ADAAG THAT THE BOARD HAD BEEN WORKING ON INDEPENDENTLY.  I MENTIONED SOME OF THAT BEFORE.  IN 1998, THE BOARD ISSUED A SUPPLEMENT COVERING STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT FACILITIES, INCLUDING COURTHOUSES AND PRISONS.  AT THE SAME TIME, THE BOARD DID THE BUILDING ELEMENTS FOR CHILDREN'S USE, AND THE BOARD INCORPORATED ALSO INTO THE PROPOSED RULE REQUIREMENTS FOR RESIDENTIAL HOUSING, WHICH WERE BASED ON THOSE DEVELOPED BY THE ANSI COMMITTEE THAT ICC ANSI AS I TALKED ABOUT BEFORE WHEN GIVING YOU THE HISTORY ON ANSI.  ALL OF THESE THINGS WERE PART OF THAT PROPOSED RULE THAT WAS PUT OUT IN '99 FOR PUBLIC COMMENT.  THE PUBLIC COMMENT, I TOLD YOU I WAS GOING TO GET TO THE NUMBERS.  I ASKED A BUNCH OF YOU TO COMMENT ON WHEN I WAS DOING TRAINING A COUPLE YEARS AGO AND YOU DID, THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  BECAUSE A LOT OF COMMENTS WERE PROVIDED ESPECIALLY IN WRITING.  DURING THE SIX MONTH COMMENT PERIOD AT FIRST WHEN THE PROPOSED RULE WAS PUT OUT THERE, THEY HAD ABOUT 140 PERSONS WHO SHOWED UP TO PROVIDE TESTIMONY AT THE HEARINGS THEY HELD.  THEY HELD A COUPLE HEARINGS.  ONE IN WASHINGTON AND I THINK THE OTHER ONE WAS IN LOS ANGELES AND PEOPLE ACTUALLY SHOWED UP TO PROVIDE PUBLIC COMMENTS.  THERE WAS ABOUT 140 PERSONS THAT PROVIDED TESTIMONY AT THOSE HEARING.  MORE THAN 2500 COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSED RULE WERE SUBMITTED TO THE BOARD BY MAIL, EMAIL, AND FAX.  ALMOST THREE-QUARTERS OF THOSE COMMENTS WERE SUBMITTED BY INDIVIDUALS, PRIMARILY PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.  SO I WANT TO PAT THOSE WHO SENT IN THEIR COMMENTS ON THE BACK AND SAY THANK YOU BECAUSE THE ACCESS BOARD LOOKS AT THOSE COMMENTS AND TAKES THEM INTO CONSIDERATION A GREAT DEAL EITHER IN CURRENT RULE-MAKING OR TO GIVE THEM AN IDEA OF WHERE ELSE THEY NEED TO GO TO PROVIDE GUIDANCE ON ACCESSIBILITY.  AND SO THE COMMENTS THEY GOT -- MOST OF THE COMMENTS ADDRESSED COMMENTS FOR PEOPLE WITH SHORT STATURE, A LOT OF COMMENTS WERE RECEIVED FROM PEOPLE WITH MULTIPLE CHEMICAL SENSITIVITY AND CAPTIONING FOR PERSONS WHO WERE DEAF OR HARD OF HEARING AND ACCESS TO CERTAIN ELEMENTS SUCH AS ATM'S FOR PEOPLE WITH VISION IMPAIRMENTS.  THEY ALSO RECEIVED COMMENTS, OF COURSE, FROM PEOPLE THAT WERE CONCERNED BECAUSE THEY WERE PART OF THE BUSINESS THAT MAY BE AFFECTED BY THE GUIDELINES, THEY WERE PART OF A -- THEY WERE MANUFACTURERS OR A TRADE ORGANIZATION, DESIGN AND CODE OFFICIALS, GOVERNMENT FOLKS, AND BUILDING OWNERS WERE ALSO A PART OF THAT AUDIENCE THAT SENT IN WRITTEN COMMENTS.  IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THEY RECEIVE THOSE COMMENTS.  SOME OF THE MOST COMMON TOPICS ALSO INCLUDED ALARMS, HANDRAILS, ASSEMBLY AREAS, AND VAN SPACES TOO.  MANY COMMENTS WERE RECEIVED AFTER DEADLINE AND THE ACCESS BOARD STILL KEPT THOSE COMMENTS AND USED THEM AND PLACED THE COMMENTS IN THE DOCKET EVEN, I BELIEVE EVEN THE ONES THAT WERE RECEIVED AFTER THEIR CLOSE OF THEIR DEADLINE FOR SENDING IN COMMENTS.  SO THE BOARD HAS NOW FINALIZED THE GUIDELINES ACCORDING TO ITS REVIEW AND ANALYSIS OF THE COMMENTS TO THE PROPOSED RULE.  AND WHAT HAS HAPPENED NOW IS THE PROPOSED RULE HAS BEEN PUT OUT AS A DRAFT FINAL RULE AND ON APRIL 2ND OF THIS YEAR, THE REVISED ADAAG -- WE SAW THE PROPOSED DRAFT, PROPOSED RULE PUT OUT IN NOVEMBER OF 1999, AS I MENTIONED BEFORE.  THIS YEAR, IN APRIL, THEY CAME OUT WITH THE FINAL DRAFT.  NOW THIS WAS PLACED IN THE DOCKET BY THE ACCESS BOARD TO LET THE BUILDING CODE OFFICIALS WHO WERE WORKING ON UPDATES TO ANSI SEE WHAT DIRECTION THEY HAD GONE ON THE REVISION AND TO GIVE THEM AN IDEA OF HOW THE ACCESS BOARD WAS WORKING TOWARDS HARMONIZATION.  BUT WE ARE CLOSER NOW THAN WE HAVE EVER BEEN AS FAR AS HAVING AN UPDATED ADAAG.  SOME OF YOU OUT THERE HAVE BEEN TO MY TRAININGS BEFORE WHERE I TRIED TO GIVE YOU AN UPDATE ON WHAT WAS HAPPENING WITH THE ADAAG.  WE HAVE BEEN -- FOR YEARS THEY HAVE BEEN SAYING THERE IS AN UPDATE COMING, BUT WE ARE WORKING ON THESE OTHER THINGS IN THE RULE MAKING PROCESS.  IT HAS BEEN YEARS WE HAVE BEEN WORKING ON THIS AND LOOKING FORWARD TO THE REVISED ADAAG.  I'M HERE TO TELL YOU THERE MIGHT BE A LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL, THAT IS NOT A TRAIN.  WE MIGHT BE LOOKING AT A REVISED ADAAG.  I'M GOING TO TALK A BIT ABOUT WHAT THAT INCLUDES AS FAR AS THE REVISIONS.  TO INCLUDE A DISCUSSION OF GENERAL ISSUES, I WILL NOT GET INTO THE NUTS AND BOLTS OF THE REVISED ADAAG TODAY BECAUSE, AGAIN, THIS ISN'T -- THIS MAY NOT BE IT.  THIS APRIL 2ND 2002 DOCUMENT, WAS PUT OUT -- YOU CAN CALL THE ACCESS BOARD, THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOLKS, ESPECIALLY MARSHA MAZZ AT 202-272-0020 OR CONTACT OUR SOUTHWEST DBTAC OR UNDER OUR NEW NAME, DLRP, YOU CAN CONTACT THEM FOR A COPY OF THIS.  I'M NOT SURE IF THE DBTACS HAVE THESE OR NOT.  BUT YOU CAN GET ONE A PIECE.  EVERYBODY CAN GET ONE COPY OF THIS AND REQUESTING THE DRAFT COPY.  I SUPPOSE UNDER ABA WE WILL HAVE TO START CALLING IT ABAG AND ADAAG, I’M NOT SURE.  BUT THAT WILL DEPEND ON WHAT KIND OF BUILDING YOU ARE LOOKING AT, AND THAT IS GOING TO TELL YOU WHICH SECTION YOU GO TO FIND YOUR SCOPING REQUIREMENTS.  EITHER IT IS GOING TO BE UNDER ADA, UNDER ABA, BUT YOU WILL GO TO THE THIRD SECTION TO LOOK AT EXACTLY WHAT MAKES UP THE ACCESSIBILITY WE ARE TALKING ABOUT.  SO, THE NEW REVISION -- I WILL TALK ABOUT WHAT IS IN IT HERE SOME MORE IN JUST A MINUTE.  MAYBE WE SHOULD TAKE A BREAK AT THIS POINT TO SEE IF PEOPLE HAVE QUESTIONS ON THE ADAAG REVISION AND WHERE WE ARE AT ON THAT. 

>> RACHEL:  OKAY.  I'VE GOTTEN SOME EMAIL QUESTIONS IN.  DO YOU WANT TO TELL PEOPLE HOW TO QUEUE UP? 

>> OPERATOR:  SURE. PRESS ONE ON YOUR TOUCH TONE PHONE NOW IF YOU HAVE A QUESTION.

>> RACHEL: WHILE QUESTIONS COME IN, ONE, I THINK YOU JUST TACKLED, WHICH IS WHEN WILL THE ADAAG HAVE FORCE OF LAW? 

>> MARK:  I’M HOLDING AN ENVELOPE AND HOLDING IT UP AND SAYING, IT WILL ABOUT HERE IN THE SPRING.  MARSHA SAID IT WILL BE THERE ANY MINUTE.  I TRULY DON'T KNOW. I HAVE A BET -- FOR A BETTER IDEA, I WOULD RECOMMEND CALLING MARSHA MAZZ AT THE ACCESS BOARD.  SHE WILL KILL ME FOR SAYING THIS.  CALL HER DIRECTLY AND SAY, MARSHA, HOW ARE WE DOING BECAUSE I BELIEVE SHE RUNS THE ACCESS BOARD AND SHE SITS ON THE ANSI A117 COMMITTEE ALSO FOR THE BUILDING—ANSI-- UPDATES SHE REALLY HAS A HANDLE ON THIS. 

>> RACHEL:  I GOT TWO QUESTIONS IN THAT HAVE TO DO WITH THE UFAS. 

>>MARK:  I HOPE IT IS GENERAL. 

>> RACHEL:  THEY ARE.  ONE IS, WILL THE UPCOMING ADA AND THE ABA REPLACE THE UFAS? 

>>MARK:   YES. 

>> RACHEL:  THAT WAS EASY. 

>> MARK: NEXT QUESTION. 

>> RACHEL: THIS MIGHT BE A REPEAT.  WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE ADAAG AND THE UFAS, BECAUSE THEY DEAL WITH BUILDINGS WHO USE FEDERAL MONEY. 

>>MARK:   UP UNTIL NOW, ADAAG DOES NOT DEAL WITH BUILDINGS THAT DO FEDERAL MONEY.  THAT WOULD BE ABA OR REHAB ACCOUNT FOR PROGRAMS IN THOSE BUILDINGS AND THEY WOULD BE AFFECTED BY UFAS UP UNTIL THIS NEW REVISION. THE ADA AFFECTS STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS UNDER TITLE II AND PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS UNDER TITLE III, AND WHAT HAPPENS IS, PEOPLE SOMETIMES GET CONFUSED BECAUSE SECTION 504 OF THE REHAB ACT HAS REQUIRED BEFORE THE ADA, IT REQUIRED STATE GOVERNMENTS THAT TOOK FEDERAL FUNDS TO ENSURE THAT THOSE PROGRAMS THAT THEY USE THE FEDERAL FUNDS FOR WERE ACCESSIBLE.  AND YOU WOULD GO BACK TO UFAS THEN.  BUT AS FAR AS THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN UFAS AND ADAAG, THERE IS A REAL GOOD DOCUMENT, I BELIEVE IT IS AVAILABLE FROM THE ACCESS BOARD OR THE DBTACS BUT THE ACCESS BOARD MAY HAVE IT ON THEIR WEBSITE, THAT IS A COMPARISON BETWEEN ADAAG -- IT IS IN THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE MANUAL, I BELIEVE, THE ORIGINAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE MANUAL, WHICH I KNOW YOU GUYS HAVE AT THE DBTAC THAT HAS A COMPARISON BETWEEN UFAS AND ADAAG. 

>> RACHEL:  WHAT ABOUT UFAS AND THE ABA? 

>> MARK: YOU DIDN'T WANT TO SAY ABAG.  THERE ISN'T ANY KIND OF COMPARISON NOW.  I DON'T KNOW IF THEY HAVE PLANS ON DOING A COMPARISON BETWEEN THE NEW SCOPING REQUIREMENTS UNDER ABAG OR NOT.  I KNOW THE NEW SCOPING REQUIREMENTS UNDER ABAG WILL REPLACE UFAS, SO ONCE WE HAVE THIS REVISED ADA/ABA GUIDELINES AND THEY ARE PICKED UP BY THE AGENCIES THAT HAVE ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES, UFAS WILL GO BY THE WAYSIDE AND THAT WILL BE THE FINAL DOCUMENT.  I HAVE TO TELL YOU, A LOT OF PLACES THAT HAVE THE REQUIREMENTS, WHILE THEY ARE LOOKING AT UFAS, THEY ARE ALSO CHECKING ADAAG, BECAUSE THEY KNOW EVERYBODY IS LOOKING AT ADAAG.  ANOTHER THING, THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE HAS JUST PICKED UP PROPOSED AT LEAST TO PICK UP THE IBC, THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE, FOR DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE STUFF.  IF THEY PICK THAT UP, THEY MAY BE REFERENCING THE ANSI IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES- EASY FOR ME TO SAY- AND THE ABA ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES IN OTHERS.  SO YOU CAN SEE HOW THERE COULD BE SOME CONFUSION.  SO THE UFAS WILL GO BY THE WAYSIDE, THE ONLY TWO DOCUMENTS WE WILL HAVE ARE THE ANSI AND THE ADAAG.  I CONFUSED MYSELF WITH THAT. 

>> RACHEL:  I HAVE A COUPLE MORE QUESTIONS THAT CAME IN BY EMAIL.  IS ANYBODY LINED UP ON THE PHONE? 

>> OPERATOR:  YES.  THE FIRST QUESTION COMES FROM DOUG. 

>> RACHEL:  GO AHEAD, DOUG. 

>>CALLER:   YES.  TEXAS ACCESSIBILITY STATES THAT THEY HAVE OVERRIDDEN ADAAG AND ARE APPROVED BY ADAAG TO BE OVERRIDDEN, I GUESS.  IS THAT TRUE?  ARE THERE OTHER STATES THAT PROVIDE THAT? 

>>MARK:   THERE ARE OTHER STATES THAT WENT FOR CERTIFICATION OF THEIR BUILDING CODES TO GET IT CERTIFIED AS EQUIVALENT AND TEXAS MAY BE ONE OR THOSE STATES. I KNOW YOU GUYS HAVE THE TAS THERE.  THE TEXAS ACCESSIBILITY STANDARDS, THEY HAVE THEIR OWN SET OF FOLKS WHO DO PLAN REVIEW, WHICH I THINK IS WONDERFUL.  SO, I WOULD HAVE TO LOOK TO MAKE SURE IT IS ONE OF THE STATES, BUT I BELIEVE IT WAS.  SO, YEAH, YOUR BUILDING CODE HAS BEEN CERTIFIED AS ONE OF THOSE STATES LIKE WASHINGTON THAT HAVE BEEN CERTIFIED TO BE EQUIVALENT TO ADAAG, AND SO YOUR TASKWOULD MEET THE REQUIREMENTS IN ADAAG. 

>>CALLER:   WE DO WORK ALL OVER THE COUNTRY.  IS THERE A LIST?

 >> YES.  MARSHA HAS ONE IF SHE IS WILLING TO SHARE.  I KNOW.  THE ACCESS BOARD HAS MADE IT AVAILABLE TO US IN THE PAST.  I NEED TO ASK FOR ONE MYSELF BECAUSE I THINK MINE IS PROBABLY OUTDATED. 

>> CALLER:  THANK YOU. 

>> OPERATOR:  THE NEXT QUESTION COMES FROM MARK. 

>> MARK:  HEY MARK, THIS IS MARK.  HOW ARE YOU DOING?  I CALLED MARSHA.  SHE HAS NO FINAL ADAAG MAILINGS LEFT.  I THOUGHT I WOULD LET EVERYBODY KNOW.  HERE IN OHIO WE HAVE ADOPTED THE 2000 IBC.  SO WE ARE REFERENCING ANSI TOO. 

>>MARK:   FOR EVERYBODY THAT I TOLD TO CALL MARSHA, SHE IS OFF THE HOOK.  SHE DOESN'T HAVE ANY FINAL DRAFTS LEFT.  THAT TELLS ME WE ARE CLOSE, WE ARE SO CLOSE TO THIS THING COMING OUT.  IF THEY HAVE RUN OUT OF PRINT, WE ARE PROBABLY CLOSE TO THE NEW ADAAG COMING OUT SOON. 

>> RACHEL: OK, ARE THERE ANY OTHER CALLERS ON THE LINE? 

>>OPERATOR:   NO, MA'AM. 

>> RACHEL:  I HAVE TWO MORE QUESTIONS THAT CAME IN BY EMAIL.  WHY DON'T WE DO THOSE AND THEN TAKE OUR BREAK?  IF I’M A BUILDER AND USE THE LATEST VERSION OF ANSI, DOES THIS MEET THE GUIDELINES SPECIFIED IN THE ADA? 

>> MARK:  WHAT I’M TELLING EVERYBODY IS TO LOOK AT BOTH.  THEY ARE SO MUCH ALIKE, BUT YOU NEED TO LOOK AT BOTH.  BECAUSE THE FINAL DRAFT TO ADAAG LOOKS A LOT LIKE ICC ANSI, THE LATEST ANSI.  THE OLDER ANSI LOOKS LIKE OUR CURRENT ADAAG AS IT CURRENTLY IS.  THEY SAY THEY ARE USING THE ICC ANSI?? 

>>RACHEL:  THEY DIDN’T SAY, SO I’M NOT SURE. 

>>MARK:  WHAT THEY SHOULD DO IS LOOK AT BOTH THE FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS AND THE STATE REQUIREMENTS. IF THEY CHECK AND THEY HAVE AN EQUIVALENT LIKE TEXAS, THEN THEY ARE USING ONE SET OF STANDARDS AND THAT IS WHAT EVERYBODY IS TRYING TO WORK TOWARDS.  BUT, ALMOST EVERY PLACE ELSE WILL HAVE A BUILDING CODE AND THEN OUR CIVIL RIGHTS LAW.  YOU ARE GOING TO NEED TO LOOK AT THE TWO AND MAKE SURE THAT ONE ISN'T MORE STRINGENT THAN ANOTHER. 

>>RACHEL:   I JUST WANT TO LET SOME OF THE FOLKS WHO ARE SENDING IN EMAIL QUESTIONS KNOW.  I DID GET A FEW IN THAT ARE REAL SPECIFIC AND OUTSIDE THE SCOPE OF WHAT WE ARE ADDRESSING TODAY.  SO WE WILL SEND YOU EMAIL REPLIES TO THOSE QUESTIONS.  OKAY.  THE LAST QUESTION THAT FITS INTO WHAT YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT IS:  WHEN THE QUOTE, NEW ADAAG BECOMES LAW, WILL THE PLAY AREA, RECREATIONAL FACILITIES OUTDOOR DEVELOPED AREAS AND PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAYS GUIDELINES ALL BECOME LAW TOO? 

>>MARK:   I’M NOT SURE.  THE IDEAL SITUATION WOULD BE YES.  BUT YOU RATTLED THEM ALL OFF.  I WILL GIVE YOU A BETTER IDEA OF WHAT WILL BE INCLUDED.  BUT FOR NOW I WILL TELL YOU, THEY ARE INCORPORATING THE GUIDELINES FOR PLAY AREAS AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES, THAT IS THE SHORT ANSWER ON THAT.  THEY ARE DOING THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAYS AS A SUPPLEMENT TO THE ADAAG.  THAT IS WHAT THEY SAY.  OKAY?  I'M NOT SURE WHETHER THAT MEANS THEY ARE GETTING IT JUST IN TIME TO MAKE IT PART OF THE NEW ADAAG, BECAUSE WE DO HAVE A DRAFT PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAYS THAT IS OUT THERE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT UNTIL OCTOBER 28TH.  IF WE WEREN'T GETTING THE ADAAG UNTIL THE SPRING, IF NOT, MAYBE THAT MEANS THEY WILL FOLLOWUP THE ADAAG WITH THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAYS THAT ADDS A CHAPTER TO IT.  THE CHAPTER IS THERE.  IT IS JUST RESERVED.  IT IS NOT THERE YET.  THAT IS IN THE OLD ADAAG.  IN THE NEW ADAAG, WE WILL SEE HOW THEY TACK IT ON.  DID THEY TACK IT ON AS A CHAPTER 11?  WE DON'T KNOW YET.  BUT LET ME GET BACK TO -- THAT LEADS ME A GREAT SEGWAY, IF WE DON'T HAVE ANY QUESTIONS BURNING, WE CAN MAKE A MINUTE IF YOU WOULD LIKE FOR THE PERSON –

>> RACHEL: THE CAPTIONER.  LET'S DO THAT.  LET'S TAKE OUR ONE-MINUTE MUSIC BREAK. 

>> RACHEL:  WE ARE READY TO COME BACK. 

>> RACHEL:  MARK, JUST TO CLARIFY THE LAST POINT YOU MADE BEFORE WE TOOK OUR MUSIC BREAK, IT IS SOMETHING THEN IS PUBLISHED AS A SUPPLEMENT, WILL THAT HAVE FORCE OF LAW? 

>> MARK:  YES.  IF IT IS PUBLISHED AS A SUPPLEMENT AND PICKED UP, IF IT IS PUBLISHED IN TIME TO BE PICKED UP OR PICKED UP AFTERWARDS BY THE ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, THEN IT HAS FORCE OF LAW.  THAT IS THE DISTINCTION.  THEY CAN PUBLISH THE REVISED ADAAG, BUT IT STILL HASN'T GOT ANY FORCE OF LAW UNTIL DOJ. AND DOT AND FOLKS WHO ENFORCE THE FEDERAL BUILDING -- THE ABA PICK IT UP AND MAKE IT PART OF THEIR REGULATIONS.  I WILL TELL YOU, DOT HAS ALREADY GOT A NOTICE ON THE WEBSITE THAT SAYS, WHEN IT COMES OUT, I MEAN, IT IS LIKE, BAM, WE ARE GOING TO DO IT.  DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS PEOPLE WHO SAT ON THE ADVISORY -- ON THE COMMITTEE FOR REVISING THE ADAAG.  IN THEORY AND IN THEIR WHAT THEY HAVE TOLD US, IT WILL HAPPEN FAST.  AS SOON AS THE ADA REVISION IS DONE AND PUT OUT THERE OFFICIALLY FOR THEM TO ADOPT, I MEAN IT HAS JUMPED THROUGH ALL THE HOOPS, IT GETS PUT OUT THERE AS THE OFFICIAL ADAAG. THEY DID PICK IT UP WITHIN A SHORT AMOUNT OF TIME AND REPUBLISH IT WITH THEIR RULE ATTACHED TO IT.  THEN IT HAS FORCE OF LAW.  SO WHEN THEY SAY THE GUIDELINES WOULD SUPPLEMENT THE ADA AND ABA GUIDELINES BY ADDING NEW PROVISIONS, FOR INSTANCE, THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAYS IS WHERE THEY ARE TALKING ABOUT.  THEY HAD EVERY INTENTION OF TRYING TO GET THAT IN ON THIS RULE-MAKING.  SO FILM AT 11. WE GOT TO SEE HOW IT IS GOING TO COME OUT. I'M ENCOURAGED IT WILL BE SOON NOW FINALLY. 

>> RACHEL:  GREAT!

>> LET'S TALK ABOUT SOME OF THE GENERAL ISSUES WITH ADAAG.  THE NUMBERING SYSTEM, I MEAN RIGHT FROM THE GET GO THEY ARE CHANGING IT, THEY ARE CHANGING THE NUMBERING SYSTEM, THE FORMAT, IT WILL ALL BE CHANGED IN THE REVISED GUIDELINES, AS MANY OF YOU HAVE SEEN BY LOOKING AT THE DRAFT, OR THE -- AND THE PROPOSED RULE, THE NUMBERS ARE BEING CHANGED JUST AS WE HAVE GOTTEN ALL OF THOSE FOUR POINT THIS AND THAT NUMBERS MEMORIZED IN OUR HEADS FOR ADAAG, THEY WILL CHANGE THE NUMBERING SYSTEM ON IT.  THE REASON FOR THAT IS THEY HAVE CHANGED THE NUMBERING SYSTEM IN THE ICC ANSI, AND BY CHANGING THE NUMBERING SYSTEM IN THE ADAAG TO MAKE IT LOOK LIKE THAT ONE, AGAIN, WE ARE HARMONIZING.  THEN I CAN GO TO THE ADAAG AND CHANCES ARE, I’M GOING TO BE PRETTY CLOSE TO FINDING IT IN JUST ABOUT THE SAME NUMBERED SECTION IN ADAAG.  THAT IS WHAT WE ARE SHOOTING FOR.  WE HAVE THAT HARMONIZATION THING GOING.  IN CABO ANSI, FOR INSTANCE -- LET'S PICK ONE.  IN 4.5 OR 4.6 WAS PARKING SPACES AND PASSENGER LOADING ZONES, 4.8 WAS RAMPS, THOSE KINDS OF NUMBERS WE ARE USED TO SEEING IN ADAAG.  UNDER THE NEW ONE, THE 4.6 FOR PARKING SPACES AND PASSENGER LOADING ZONES, THAT INFORMATION IS FOUND UNDER THE NEW NUMBERS FOR SECTIONS 502 AND 503.  LIKEWISE FOR 4.8 RAMPS, YOU WILL LOOK IN CHAPTER 5 IN ORDER TO FIND THAT INFORMATION.  IT WILL BE SIMILAR WITH ADAAG.  YOU WILL GO TO THOSE NUMBERS FOR THE DIFFERENT SECTIONS.  AND WE WILL GET USED TO FAIRLY QUICKLY, I IMAGINE, A NEW SET OF NUMBERS.  FINAL RULES THEN STRUCTURALLY ORGANIZED IN SEVERAL ASPECTS.  THE TWO CHAPTERS COVERING OCCUPANCY, TRANSPORTATIONAL RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES WERE INTEGRATED INTO OTHER CHAPTERS.  LIKEWISE, THE SPECIAL SECTIONS HAVE KIND OF GONE AWAY.  IT'S NOT THAT THEY WENT ANYWHERE.  IT IS THAT THE PROVISIONS FOUND WITHIN THOSE SPECIAL SECTIONS ARE NOW SCATTERED ALL THROUGH THE DOCUMENT WHERE THEY BELONG IN THE SECTIONS, IN THE NEW SECTIONS, SO THAT YOU DON'T SPECIFICALLY SPLIT OUT A BUILDING OR AN ACCESSIBILITY ISSUE BY THE BUILDING IT'S IN ANYMORE.  IT JUST BECOMES PART OF ACCESSIBILITY AS A RULE SPREAD OUT THROUGHOUT THE GUIDELINES.  THERE IS A NEW CHAPTER ADDED THOUGH THAT INCLUDES INCORPORATION OF GUIDELINES FOR RECREATIONAL FACILITIES AND PLAY AREAS THAT THE BOARD HAS PREVIOUSLY FINALIZED IN SEPARATE RULE-MAKING.  THE PLAY AREAS CAME OUT IN, WHAT WAS IT, OCTOBER OF 2000, AND THE RECREATION GUIDELINES HAVE COME OUT JUST RECENTLY ON SEPTEMBER 3RD OF THIS YEAR.  YOU CAN GET THOSE BY CALLING THE ACCESS BOARD.  I WILL TALK A LITTLE BIT MORE ABOUT THOSE IN JUST A MINUTE.  BUT IN ADDITION, COMMENTS ARE RECEIVED ON ISSUES THAT THE BOARD ARE INVOLVED IN, BUT IS NOT MADE PART OF THIS RULE-MAKING.  SO THESE ISSUES, SOME OF THEM MADE IT INTO THIS DRAFT, AND SOME OF THEM DIDN'T.  I WILL GO OVER THAT TOO IN JUST A MINUTE.  TABLE OF CONTENTS IN THE PROPOSED RULE WAS KIND OF CONFUSING.  SEVERAL PEOPLE RECOMMENDED THERE BE ONE TABLE OF CONTENTS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE DOCUMENT.  RATHER THAN THREE TABLES OF COMMENT’S IN THOSE THREE SECTIONS I WAS TALKING ABOUT.  THE FINAL RULE INCLUDES A SUBJECT INDEX TO FACILITATE THE USE OF THIS DOCUMENT.  THEY HAVE REVISED THE STRUCTURE.  THE BOARD HAS SIMPLIFIED THE TABLE OF CONTENTS STRUCTURE TO PROVIDE TITLES FOR FIGURES, REFORMATED ADVISORY NOTES SO THEY APPEAR SUBORDINATE TO THE REQUIREMENTS THEY DISCUSSED.  THE NOTES ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.  NOT MANDATORY.  WE KNOW THAT.  RIGHT?  THAT IS THE WAY IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN.  WE HAVE THE ADVISORY NOTES IN THE BACK THAT WERE PART OF AN APPENDIX THAT WERE HELPFUL INFORMATION THAT HELPED US TELL SOMEBODY ABOUT ADAAG BUT THEY DON'T HAVE FORCE OF LAW.  THEY WEREN'T MANDATORY.  HERE THEY WILL BE, IF I’M UNDERSTANDING THIS CORRECTLY, SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THESE ADVISORY NOTES SO THEY ARE EASIER TO FIND BASICALLY.  AND IN MOST CASES THE ADVISORY NOTES ARE THERE TO CLARIFY THE MEANING OF THE REQUIREMENT WE ARE TALKING ABOUT.  ALSO IN THE FINAL RULE, THE BOARD HAS ADDED REFERENCES TO OTHER CODES AND STANDARDS TO ENHANCE THAT CONSISTENCY WITH THE MODEL BUILDING CODES AND STANDARDS.  TWO INSTANCES WHERE YOU WILL SEE THIS HAPPENING ARE SCOPING AND TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ACCESSIBLE MEANS OF EGRESS.  THEY HAVE BEEN REPLACED WITH A REFERENCE TO THE CORRESPONDING REQUIREMENTS IN THE IBC.  CRITERIA FOR FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS HAVE BEEN REPLACED BY A REFERENCE TO THE NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION, THEY ARE THE ONES WHO MAKE UP THE STANDARDS.  THEY ARE THE ONES THAT HAD THE STANDARDS THAT THE ORIGINAL GUIDELINES WERE BASED ON, AND NOW THE NEW IBC REFERS TO NFDA, AGAIN, THAT HARMONIZATION THING.  THE PROPOSED RULE CONSISTENT WITH THE ADVISORY COMMITTEES RECOMMENDATIONS MINIMIZED WHERE WE CLASSIFY, WE DO CLASSIFICATIONS AND STRUCTURAL DELINEATIONS IN THE GUIDELINES BASED ON FACILITIES. I JUST MENTIONED THAT BEFORE OR OCCUPANCY TYPE.  WE DON'T HAVE THOSE SPECIAL OCCUPANCY CHAPTERS LIKE WE HAD IN THE ORIGINAL ADAAG.  MOST OF IT HAS BEEN THROUGH THE PROPOSED RULES SPRINKLED THROUGH THE MAIN BODY OF THE DOCUMENT.  THE PROPOSED RULE DID RETAIN TWO TECHNICAL CHAPTERS, TRANSPORTATION AND RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES.  HOWEVER, IN THE FINAL RULE -- IN THE FINAL DRAFT, THE PROVISION OF THESE TECHNICAL CHAPTERS HAS BEEN INCORPORATED LIKE THE OTHERS IN OTHER CHAPTERS, AS APPROPRIATE, FOR GREATER CONSISTENCY WITH THE REST OF THE DOCUMENT.  THEY HAVE INTEGRATED THOSE TWO CHAPTERS, TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES AND RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES INTO THE DOCUMENT.  SOMEBODY ASKED BEFORE ABOUT GUIDELINES FOR PLAY AREAS AND RECREATION FACILITIES.  IN SEPARATE RULE-MAKINGS, THE BOARD DEVELOPED SUPPLEMENTS TO ADAAG COVERING PLAY AREAS AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES.  HOWEVER, THESE WERE FINALIZED AFTER THE BOARD PUBLISHED THE PROPOSED RULE THAT WE ALL SENT IN COMMENTS ON.  THE FINAL GUIDELINES FOR PLAY AREAS WAS PUBLISHED OCTOBER 18TH OF 2000, WHICH COVERED PLAY COMPONENTS REQUIRED TO BE ACCESSIBLE, RAMP ACCESS AND TRANSFER SYSTEM ACCESS TO ELEVATED STRUCTURES AND ACCESS TO SOFT CONTAINED PLAY STRUCTURES.  THEY ADDRESSED PLAY AREAS AT SCHOOLS, PARKS, CHILD CARE FACILITIES AND OTHER FACILITIES THAT ARE SUBJECT TO THE ADA.  SO THAT REPORT OR THAT SET WAS PICKED UP WITH THIS, AS WELL AS SEPTEMBER 3RD, THE BOARD FINALIZED GUIDELINES AND ADDRESSED ACCESS TO A VARIETY OF RECREATIONAL FACILITIES, SUCH AS AMUSEMENT RIDES, WE NEVER HAD ANY ACCESSIBILITY STANDARDS FOR THOSE.  BOATING FACILITIES, FISHING PIERS, AND SWIMMING POOLS AND SPAS. WE FINALLY HAD SOME GUIDANCE ON ACCESSIBILITY IN SPAS. IT IS A RUNNING JOKE IN MY TRAINING WHEN I GO TO START TALKING ABOUT CURRENT ADAAG AND THE REQUIREMENTS AROUND POOLS, I STOP SHORT.  I SAY, CURRENTLY ACCESS IS REQUIRED TO THE POOL DECK.  AND THERE WASN'T ANY ACCESS REQUIRED IN ADAAG INTO THE WATER UNLESS YOU HAD A PROGRAM OR SERVICE IN THE WATER.  BUT IT WAS HARD FOR THEM TO SAY EXACTLY WHAT YOU HAD TO HAVE FOR ACCESS BECAUSE THE CHOICES WERE LIMITED.  I THINK THEY HAD ONE ELECTRIC CHAIR THAT LOWERED YOU INTO THE WATER.  WHAT IS WRONG WITH THIS PICTURE?  ELECTRIC CHAIR LOWERING YOU INTO THE WATER, THAT WAS THE ONLY THING THEY COULD RECOMMEND.  THEY WANTED TO HOLD OFF UNTIL THEY DID SOME MORE RESEARCH.  AND THEY DID.  NOW THERE ARE LOTS OF CHOICES ON POOL ACCESS.  IT IS TIME TO MAKE ACCESS INTO THE WATER PART OF THE NEW ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES, AND THEY HAVE.  THEY ARE BASED ON RECOMMENDATIONS PREPARED BY THE RECREATION ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE, WHICH WAS ANOTHER COMMITTEE THAT THE BOARD HAD PUT TOGETHER.  THEY HAD GIVEN A REPORT CALLED ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES FOR RECREATION FACILITIES AND OUTDOOR DEVELOPED AREAS, WHICH HAS BEEN A GREAT DOCUMENT TO USE.  THEY PUT IT OUT IN LIKE '94, I BELIEVE.  UP UNTIL NOW OR RECENTLY, THAT HAS BEEN ONE OF THE BEST DOCUMENTS YOU COULD REFER SOMEBODY TO WHEN THEY WERE LOOKING FOR ACCESSIBILITY ADVICE ON RECREATION ACCESSIBILITY.  SO THOSE TWO HAVE BOTH BEEN INTEGRATED INTO THE FINAL RULE.  THE BOARD HAS INTEGRATED BOTH THE GUIDELINES FOR PLAY AREAS AND THOSE FOR RECREATIONAL FACILITIES.  THE SCOPING PROVISIONS HAVE BEEN INCORPORATED INTO CHAPTER TWO, WHILE OTHER PROVISIONS ARE IN CHAPTER TEN.  I WAS JUST -- I JUST GOT DONE SAYING WE HAVE GOTTEN RID OF THE SPECIAL SECTIONS AND SPRINKLED REQUIREMENTS WE HAD IN SPECIAL SECTIONS OR PARTICULAR FACILITIES TYPES THROUGHOUT THE ADAAG, BUT IN THIS PARTICULAR SITUATION, THEY CHOSE TO MAKE IT ITS OWN STAND-ALONE CHAPTER.  THE CRITERIA HAS BEEN REVISED TO FIT INTO THE FORMAT OF THE ADA GUIDELINES.  IN OTHER WORDS, THEY CAME OUT WITH -- IF YOU CALL THE ACCESS BOARD AND ASK FOR EITHER ONE OF THE DOCUMENTS ON PLAY AREAS OR ON RECREATIONAL FACILITIES, THESE DOCUMENTS ARE LAID OUT ACCORDING TO THE FOUR POINT THIS AND FOUR POINT THAT, THAT KIND OF NUMBERING SYSTEM OF THE CURRENT ADAAG.

BUT THE ACCESS BOARD HAS REVISED THE STRUCTURE OF THAT SO THAT IT WORKS WITH THE NEW NUMBERING SYSTEM THAT IS PART OF THIS FINAL DRAFT.  HOWEVER, NO SUBSTANTIVE REVISIONS HAVE BEEN MADE AND INCORPORATED INTO THIS FINAL RULE.  THESE GUIDELINES ARE NEW AND COMPREHENSIVE IN THEIR COVERAGE OF A VARIETY OF DISTINCT FACILITY TYPES.  THE BOARD FELT USERS COULD MORE RAPIDLY FAMILIARIZE THEMSELVES WITH THE REQUIREMENTS IF THEY REMAINED IN A SEPARATE CHAPTER.  YOU WILL FIND AT THE END OF THE NEW ADAAG A CHAPTER THAT IS SPECIFIC TO THESE ITEMS THAT INCLUDES BOTH THE PLAY AREAS AND THE RECREATIONAL STUFF WITHIN IT.  ONE OF THE ISSUES THAT SOME RESEARCH HAS BEEN DONE ON AND MORE RESEARCH NEEDS TO BE DONE ON AND THAT THE ACCESS BOARD RECEIVED A WHOLE BUNCH OF COMMENTS ON TO MY CHAGRIN BECAUSE I’M THE CHAIR OF THE MULTIPLE CHEMICAL SENSITIVITIES COMMITTEE AT NCIL IS ISSUES REGARDING ELECTROMAGNETIC SENSITIVITIES (MCS).  THE BOARD RECEIVED APPROXIMATELY 600 COMMENTS FROM INDIVIDUALS WITH MULTIPLE CHEMICAL SENSITIVITIES AND ELECTROMAGNETIC SENSITIVITIES.  THEY REPORTED THE CHEMICALS RELEASED FROM PRODUCTS AND MATERIALS USED IN THE CONSTRUCTION, ALTERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF BUILDINGS FORMED -- BECAUSE OF INADEQUATE VENTILATION DENIED THEM ACCESS TO MANY BUILDINGS. THEY REQUESTED THE BOARD INCLUDE PROVISIONS IN THE FINAL RULE TO MAKE THE INSIDE MORE ACCESSIBLE TO PEOPLE WITH THESE PROBLEMS.  UNFORTUNATELY, THE ACCESS BOARD EXPLAINS IT IN THIS DRAFT THAT UNDER THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT, WHICH IS ANOTHER FEDERAL LAW, THE BOARD MUST GIVE PUBLIC NOTICE AN OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT ON PROVISIONS IN THE PROPOSED RULES BEFORE IT CAN ADOPT THEM AS FINAL RULE.  AND BECAUSE THE PROPOSAL DID NOT INCLUDE ANY PROVISIONS REQUESTED BY INDIVIDUALS WITH MULTIPLE CHEMICAL SENSITIVITIES, THE BOARD CANNOT ADOPT THOSE PROVISIONS IN THIS FINAL RULE.  SO THE BOARD HAS -- THERE IS PLENTY OF INFORMATION OUT THERE TO MAKE A CASE FOR INCLUDING SOMETHING IN ADAAG, PROVISIONS IN ADAAG IN REGARD TO MCS ISSUES.  THE BOARD RECOGNIZES THAT MULTIPLE CHEMICAL SENSITIVITIES AND ELECTROMAGNETIC SENSITIVITIES CAN BE DISABILITIES UNDER THE ADA IF THEY SUBSTANTIALLY LIMIT ONE OR MORE MAJOR LIFE FUNCTIONS.  SO THE BOARD IS UNDERTAKING ACTIVITIES, THEY SAY, TO BEGIN ADDRESSING THE ACCESS NEEDS AND RIGHTS OF THIS POPULATION.  THE BOARD PLANS TO DEVELOP TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE MATERIALS ON BEST PRACTICES FOR ACCOMODATING THESE INDIVIDUALS.  THEY ARE SPONSORING A PROJECT ON INDOOR ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY.  I HAVE HEARD OF SOME OF THIS TAKING PLACE AND I'M ENCOURAGED.  I HOPE STRONGLY THAT THE ACCESS BOARD CONTINUES THIS WORK AS I’M IN TOUCH WITH MANY CONSUMERS WHO, THANK GOODNESS THEY SENT IN THE 600 COMMENTS,  IT IS ON THE TABLE.  WE NEED MORE INFORMATION.  THE BOARD NOTES THAT ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY HAS ISSUED A REPORT CALLED HEALTHY BUILDINGS, HEALTHY PEOPLE, WHICH IS ON THE WEB IF ANYBODY IS LOOKING FOR IT.  WE HAVE THE WEB ADDRESS.  IT IDENTIFIES ACTIONS THAT CAN BE TAKEN TO MAKE THE INDOOR AIR HEALTHIER.  INCLUDING NEW PRODUCTS AND TECHNOLOGIES USED.  SO STAY TUNED.  WE ARE WORKING ON IT ON THE MCS/CS ISSUES.  CLASSROOM ACOUSTICS DID NOT BECOME PART OF THIS FINAL BECAUSE THE BOARD, WHEN THE ISSUE WAS BROUGHT UP IN COMMENTS, WHEN THEY RECEIVED COMMENTS THAT FOLKS WANTED TO SEE THEM ADDRESSED, THE ACOUSTICAL PERFORMANCE OF BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES, PARTICULARLY HAVING TO DO WITH CLASSROOMS, THE BOARD REALIZED THAT FURTHER RESEARCH NEEDED TO BE DONE.  AND THAT HIGH LEVELS OF BACKGROUND NOISE IN CLASSROOMS COMPROMISES SPEECH INTELLIGENCE FOR MANY KIDS AND COMMUNICATION AND LEARNING SKILLS MAY NOT BE DEVELOPING ADEQUATELY BECAUSE OF THESE CONCERNS. SINCE 1999 THE BOARD HAS BEEN COLLABORATING, WORKING WITH, THE ACOUSTICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA ON THE STANDARDS FOR CLASSROOMS WHICH TAKES INTO ACCOUNT CHILDREN WHO ARE HARD OF HEARING.  BECAUSE THIS STANDARD WAS NOT UNDER AN APPROVED ANSI DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING PROPOSALS TO THE ICC UNDER THE ANSI STUFF, IT MAY NOT MAKE THE 2003 EDITION I ALLUDED TO EARLIER OF THE INTERNATIONAL CODES COUNSEL ANSI A117, BUT IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT WHILE THE BOARD SUBMITTED A PROPOSAL BASED ON THE SUBSTANCE OF A NEW STANDARD THAT WOULD INCLUDE KEY PROVISIONS INTO THE -- THAT THE STANDARD WOULD BE INCLUDED DIRECTLY INTO THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE.  SO, AGAIN, WE WILL SEE HOW THAT PROGRESSES.  THE BOARD AND OTHERS MAY INITIATE A PROPOSAL TO DIRECTLY REFEREMNCE THIS STANDARD, IN LIEU OF THE MODIFICATIONS TO THE STANDARD NEXT YEAR.  SO THAT WHEN THE REVISIONS ARE UNDER TO THE ANSI STANDARD, IT IS AUTOMATICALLY PICKED UP.  NOW, PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY.  THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY COMMITTEE, AND WE DID A SESSION ON THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY AND THE GUIDELINES WHICH HAVE COME OUT SINCE WHICH ARE OUT AND ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.  I ENCOURAGE ALL OF MY COLLEAGUES TO PICK UP A COPY.  READ THE COMMENTS THAT COME WITH IT AND DECIDE FOR YOURSELF WHAT COMMENTS THEY COULD USE AT THE ACCESS BOARD.  THE ACCESS BOARD HAS INVITED THOSE COMMENTS THROUGH OCTOBER.  THE GUIDELINES WOULD SUPPLEMENT THE ADA AND ABA GUIDELINES BY ADDING NEW PROVISIONS FOR SIDEWALKS, STREET CROSSINGS AND RELATED PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES.  AND I WAS ON THAT BOARD, THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY COMMITTEE.  IT IS NOT A BOARD.  IT IS A COMMITTEE.  IT INCLUDED OTHERS FROM ALL KINDS OF WALKS OF LIFE, INCLUDING FEDERAL AND STATE FOLKS, FROM HIGHWAYS, THE DISABILITY COMMUNITY, DESIGN AND ENGINEER FOLKS, IT WAS A GREAT PLACE TO TELL ENGINEER JOKES, AND THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACTUALLY PUT OUT A REPORT CALLED BUILDING A TRUE COMMITTEE THAT THE DRAFT GUIDELINES THAT WERE PUT OUT IN JUNE ARE BASED ON.  SO IT HOPEFULLY WILL BE INCLUDED AS A SUPPLEMENT TO THE ADA/ABA GUIDELINES AS WE HAVE SAID BEFORE.  IT IS NOT FOUND IN THIS DRAFT THAT I HAVE IN FRONT OF ME.  I'M HOPEFUL THAT IT WILL BE INCLUDED, AS WELL.  AND THAT ABOUT COVERS THE DIFFERENT THINGS THAT WE HAVEN'T SEEN BEFORE THAT WILL BE INCLUDED.  AT THIS POINT, I WILL PROBABLY OPEN IT UP AND SEE IF WE HAVE ANY QUESTIONS FROM OUR LISTENERS. 

>>RACHEL:   I HAVE GOTTEN IN SOME EMAIL QUESTIONS.  ONE IS REPEATING ASKING US TO SPEAK SLOWLY ENOUGH.  DO YOU WANT TO REMIND PEOPLE HOW TO CUE UP? 

>> OPERATOR:  IF YOU HAVE A QUESTION OR COMMENT, PRESS STAR ONE ON YOUR TOUCH TONE PHONE NOW. 

>> RACHEL:  I THINK THE CAPTIONER NEEDS A QUICK BREAK.  SO LET'S TAKE OUR MUSIC BREAK FIRST.  THEN WE WILL ANSWER QUESTIONS. 

>>RACHEL:  IS THERE ANYBODY ON THE PHONE WHO HAS A QUESTION AT THIS POINT? 

>>OPERATOR:   NO, MA'AM. 

>>RACHEL:   I WILL TELL YOU A COUPLE OF THE EMAIL QUESTIONS THAT ARE COMING IN, MARK.  ONE HAS TO DO WITH HOUSING REGULATIONS.  IT SAID WHEN YOU TALK ABOUT HOUSING REGULATIONS, I’M CONFUSED.  I FELT THAT HOUSING HAS TO USE THE FAIR HOUSING GUIDELINES.   CAN YOU CLARIFY THAT? 

>>MARK: YEAH.  I'M CONFUSED TOO.  I CAN'T WAIT TO HEAR CLARIFICATION ON THIS.  BUT THERE IS -- FAIR HOUSING WILL BE WHAT REQUIRES THE UNIT TO BE ACCESSIBLE.  THIS IS THE WAY I UNDERSTAND IT.  FAIR HOUSING REQUIRES THE UNIT TO BE ACCESSIBLE, THEN YOU GO TO FAIR HOUSING -- IN THE PAST, YOU WENT TO POSSIBLY FAIR HOUSING ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES.  IF IT WAS A STATE CODE ISSUE, YOU WOULD GO TO ANSI, WHICH THE ICC ANSI HAS STANDARDS FOR DWELLING UNITS YOU CAN USE TO SEE WHAT THE ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS ARE WITHIN A DWELLING UNIT.  THE REVISED ADAAG WILL HAVE A SECTION THAT IS BASED ON, I BELIEVE, BASED ON THAT SECTION IN ANSI THAT COVERS DWELLING UNITS.  THEN I BELIEVE IT IS UNDER -- IF IT IS UNDER FAIR HOUSING ACT OR WHETHER IT IS A STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT PROGRAM BECAUSE IT HAS GOT LOCAL FUNDING UNDER TITLE II OR WHATEVER THE LAW IS THAT APPLIES TO THE BUILDING, THEN YOU ARE GOING TO NEED A STANDARD TO GO LOOK UP.  THEN YOU WILL BE LOOKING UP THE STANDARD FOR THAT DWELLING UNIT, EITHER IN ANSI, IN YOUR LO LOCAL BUILDING CODE, OR THE ADA, OR THE ABA GUIDELINES AS THEY ARE REVISED WITH A DWELLING SECTION. 

>> RACHEL:  OKAY.  THAT IS CONFUSING. 

>>MARK:  IT IS CONFUSING.  

>>RACHEL:  SWITCHING GEARS, WE HAVE A QUESTION FROM SOMEBODY WHO IS DESIGNING A FACILITY WHICH HAS PLAY AREAS FOR CHILDREN.  AND THE QUESTION IS:  IS THIS PERSON LIABLE IF THEY DON'T COMPLY WITH THE PLAY AREA GUIDELINES?

>>MARK:   THEY ARE JUST GUIDELINES SO FAR.  WHAT THEY SHOULD DO -- THERE IS REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PLAY AREA TO BE ACCESSIBLE CURRENTLY AS FAR AS TO AND THROUGH.  THE NEW PLAY AREA GUIDELINES TELL US HOW MANY PIECES NEED TO BE ACCESSIBLE, ACCESSIBLE ROUTES, WHAT MAKES AN ACCESSIBLE ROUTE.  SO A LOT OF THIS STUFF DOESN'T HAVE FORCE OF LAW YET, BUT WILL, AND IN FACT, THE REVISED ADA GUIDELINES AND ABA GUIDELINES, THE ABA GUIDELINES WILL AFFECT PLAY AREAS IN, FOR INSTANCE, FEDERALLY FUNDED PARKS.  COULD POSSIBLY AFFECT, FOR INSTANCE, LIKE ON A FEDERALLY -- MAYBE ON EVEN MILITARY INSTALLATIONS.  WE WILL HAVE TO SEE.  BUT THERE BE REQUIREMENTS THAT HAVE FORCE OF LAW.  RIGHT NOW IT IS THE CUTTING EDGE INFORMATION ON HOW TO BUILD A BETTER, MORE ACCESSIBLE PLAY AREAS, AND WHATEVER QUESTIONS I HAVE ON PLAY AREAS, I ALWAYS SEND FOLKS TO THE NATIONAL CENTER ON ACCESSIBILITY BECAUSE THEY REALLY HAVE MADE IT A POINT TO SPECIALIZE IN ACCESSIBILITY AND WHEN IT COMES TO PLAY AREAS, I CALL THEM WITH MY QUESTIONS.  AND THEIR WEBSITE IS NCAONLINE.ORG.  THEY CAN ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS AS FAR AS PLAY AREAS AND QUESTIONS ON THOSE CONCERNS. 

>> RACHEL:  OKAY.  I DON'T KNOW IF YOU WANT TO ANSWER THIS NEXT ONE.  IT MIGHT BE TOO SPECIFIC.  BUT SINCE YOU BROUGHT UP SWIMMING POOLS, YOU REFERENCE THEM.  THERE IS SOME INTEREST IN WHAT IS HAPPENING WITH SWIMMING POOLS. 

>> MARK:  WHAT WILL HAPPEN IS THE SCOPING PROVISIONS WILL SAY, IF IT IS A POOL -- I WAS READING UP ON THIS MORNING.  I'M GLAD THEY ASKED.  IF IT IS A POOL THAT HAS LESS THAN 300 LINEAR FEET, IN OTHER WORDS, YOU START COUNTING HOW BIG THE POOL IS BY WALKING AROUND IT.  THAT IS YOUR LINEAR FOOTAGE.  IF IT IS LESS THAN THAT, THEY WILL HAVE TO HAVE AT LEAST ONE FORM OF ACCESSIBILITY INTO THE WATER THAT HAS TO BE EITHER A TRANSFER LIFT TYPE SYSTEM OR A RAMP INTO THE POOL.  THEN IF IT IS MORE THAN 300 LINEAR FEET AROUND THAT POOL, THEN THEY NEED TO HAVE AT LEAST TWO FORMS OF ACCESS INTO THE WATER.  THE FIRST BEING EITHER A LIFT OR RAMP.  THE SECOND COULD BE A POOL LIFT OR A RAMP OR THESE OTHER OPTIONS THEY GIVE YOU, SUCH AS A TRANSFER TIER WHERE IT IS LIKE A SWIMMING BLOCK, BUT IT HAS STEPS ON THE FRONT OF IT.  IT GOES ON THE SIDE OF THE POOL.  SOMEBODY TRANSFERS TO THE BLOCK THEN STEPS -- THERE ARE STEPS THEY BUMP DOWN INTO THE WATER.  THAT CAN BE POSITIONED ANYWHERE IN THE POOL.  THERE WILL BE REQUIREMENTS ON WHERE THOSE ARE PLACED.  MOST OF THEM HAVE TO BE IN AN AREA WHERE IT IS 48 INCHES DEEP OR LESS, OR ELSE -- UNLESS THE POOL DOESN'T HAVE ANY AREA THAT IS 48 INCHES OR LESS.   THEN THEY HAVE AN EXCEPTION.  BUT THOSE ARE THE KINDS OF REQUIREMENTS THAT YOU ARE GOING TO SEE IN THE POOL REQUIREMENTS THAT ARE IN THE RECREATION FACILITIES GUIDELINES.  THERE IS ALSO STUFF ON BOATING FACILITIES, GOLF, JUST ALL KINDS OF NEAT STUFF THAT WE DIDN'T HAVE BEFORE THAT WE TOOK OUR BEST GUESS AT BY TAKING THE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE COMMITTEES THAT HAD BEEN PUBLISHED AND WHAT WE KNEW ABOUT THE BASICS OF ADAAG, AS FAR AS ACCESSIBLE ROUTES AND STUFF LIKE THAT, AND TOOK THOSE MEASUREMENTS AND TRIED TO -- I HAVE TO SLOW DOWN -- TRIED TO APPLY THEM WHERE WE NEEDED THEM AND WE DIDN'T HAVE ANYTHING THAT HAD FORCE OF LAW.  THERE IS LOTS OF GOOD, NEW INFORMATION IN THESE RECREATIONAL -- IN THIS RECREATIONAL FACILITIES RULE-MAKING.  I SUGGEST FOLKS GET IT FROM THE ACCESS BOARD BECAUSE IT IS REALLY GOOD.  WHEN WILL IT HAVE FORCE OF LAW?  AFTER THIS ADAAG IS REVISED, THEY WILL HAVE TO GIVE AN EFFECTIVE DATE, WHICH I BELIEVE WILL BE 30 DAYS AFTER THE RULE-MAKING, THE FINAL RULE, BY THE ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES.  WE WILL SEE.  THAT TOTALLY DEPENDS ON THE ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, WHEN THEY MAKE IT HAVE RULE OF LAW.  THEN THE REVISED ADAAG WILL HAVE RULE -- FORCE OF LAW AND YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO INCLUDE THAT IN YOUR DESIGN FOR THE POOL.  RIGHT NOW, TODAY, YOU NEED TO HAVE ACCESS TO THE POOL'S DECK UNLESS YOU ARE LIKE A TITLE II ENTITY THAT HAS A PROGRAM IN THE WATER LIKE SWIMMING OR WHATEVER.  THEN YOU HAVE TO HAVE ACCESS INTO THE WATER FOR YOUR PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS. 

>>RACHEL:   OKAY.  THAT WAS HELPFUL.  ALL RIGHT.  I HAVE ONE MORE QUESTION WHICH IS KIND OF BROAD AND GENERAL, AND MAYBE IT WILL HELP YOU SUM UP A LITTLE.  TO PARAPHRASE, BASICALLY, THANK YOU FOR EXPLAINING ALL THE CHANGES IN THE FORMAT OF THE NEW ADAAG.  THAT WAS HELPFUL.  THEN THE QUESTION HAS TO DO WITH, IN ADDITION TO THE FORMAT CHANGES AND THESE NEW SECTIONS THAT ARE COMING OUT, ARE YOU EXPECTING MAJOR CHANGES IN SOME OF THE EXISTING SECTIONS? 

>>MARK:  OKAY.  THERE ARE -- THE ANSWER IS YES.  THERE IS MAJOR CHANGES BETWEEN THE OLD ADAAG AND THIS NEW ADAAG.  THAT IS WHY I HAVE BEEN HARPING ON PEOPLE TO CALL MARSHA AND GET A COPY OF THIS DRAFT.  AT THIS POINT THEY SHOULD BE LOOKING AT IT TO SEE WHAT IS COMING.  UP UNTIL NOW, I TOLD EVERYBODY, IF YOU ARE REALLY INTO THIS LIKE I AM AND YOU HAVE GOT TO KNOW IT ALL OR YOU TRY TO KNOW IT ALL, YOU NEED THE DOCUMENT, BUT IF NOT, THEN YOU NEED TO PICK IT UP WHEN THEY ASK YOU TO COMMENT ON IT AND READ OVER IT AND COMMENT.  BUT TO PUT IT TO WORK OR START HAVING TRAININGS ON IT, YET, I HAVE WAITED BECAUSE I AM WAITING UNTIL IT COMES OUT AND HAS FORCE OF LAW.  IT WILL HAVE A -- WELL, THE QUESTION WE ALWAYS GET IS WILL FACILITIES THAT WERE BUILT TO CURRENT ADAAG HAVE TO BE RETROFITED TO MEET THE NEW ADAAG?  THE ANSWER TO THAT IS NO.  THERE IS GOING TO HAVE TO BE SOME KIND OF GRANDFATHER CLAUSE IN THERE.  I HATE TO USE THAT TERM BECAUSE I HAVE TOLD FOLKS, NO, IT WAS A CIVIL RIGHTS LAW, IT WAS ADOPTED BY CONGRESS.  IT IS AN ORPHAN.   YOU CAN'T GRANDFATHER IT.  BUT AT SOME POINT, WE KNEW WE'RE GOING TO HAVE A REVISED ADAAG, SO BUILDINGS THAT WERE HELD TO STANDARDS AT THE TIME OF DESIGN OR CONSTRUCTION UNDER BUILDING CODE OR HERE UNDER ADAAG, WHEN THEY ADOPT THE NEW ACCESSIBILITY STANDARD, YOU DON'T GO BACK AND REDO EVERYTHING YOU HAVE DONE.  BUT THEY ARE GOING TO HAVE TO TELL US THAT.  UNDER THE ADA AND THE DOJ AND DOT WHEN ADOPTING THE NEW STANDARDS, OR WHEN THEY ARE ADOPTING THE NEW STANDARDS, THEY CAN SPECIFY HOW THEY APPLY TO FACILITIES BUILT TO THE CURRENT ADAAG.   THE ENFORCING AGENCIES ALSO HAVE PURVIEW OVER EXISTING FACILITIES AND WILL LIKELY ADDRESS CONCERNS ABOUT FACILITIES BUILT BEFORE THE ADA THAT HAVE BEEN RETROFITED AND UNDER REQUIREMENTS FOR BARRIER REMOVAL IN PLACES OF PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION AND PROGRAM ACCESS BY STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT.  THEY WILL HAVE TO CROSS THAT BRIDGE AND SAY, OKAY, IF YOU DID BRING IT UNDER READILY ACHIEVABLE BARRIER REMOVAL, AND YOU USED THE ADAAG TO SHOOT FOR, WHICH THAT DOESN'T HAVE TO BE UP TO ADAAG STANDARD, THAT IS FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND ALTERATIONS.   DO YOU HAVE TO GO BACK?  NO.  THE READILY ACHIEVABLE BARRIER REMOVAL OBLIGATION IS ONGOING, IF YOU CAN AFFORD TO DO MORE BARRIER REMOVAL, YOU SHOULD.  BUT IT DOESN'T SAY YOU SPECIFICALLY HAVE TO GO BACK AND REDO SOMETHING YOU DID AS NEW CONSTRUCTION OR OTHER ALTERRATIONS ON IN THE LAST COUPLE YEARS UNDER ADAAG AND REDO IT IF SOMETHING IS DIFFERENT IN THE NEW ADAAG.   BUT I WILL GO BACK, IF I HAVES WORKING WITH THIS ALL THE TIME, I WOULD GET A COPY OF THE ADA STANDARD WHEN IT COMES OUT, REVISED, IF I’M AN ARCHITECT, I’M GOING TO HAVE ALL THE COPIES OF BOTH BUILDING CODE AND ADAAG IN MY OFFICE SO I CAN REFERENCE WHATEVER STANDARD APPLIES.  THERE ARE GOING TO BE DIFFERENCES. 

>> RACHEL:  OKAY.  THAT'S ALL THE QUESTIONS THAT I'VE GOTTEN IN THROUGH EMAIL. 

>> MARK:  THE OTHER QUESTION I CAN THROW BACK AT MYSELF IS:  HOW ABOUT TODAY, CAN THE BOARD SUPPLEMENT, THE ADAAG, BEING USED AT THIS TIME?  YEAH.  BUT YOU HAVE GOT TO KNOW THAT THEY DON'T HAVE FORCE OF LAW.  THE BOARD'S SUPPLEMENT CAN PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE SOURCE OF GUIDANCE IN ACCESSING ACCESS TO FACILITIES NOT CURRENTLY COVERED BY A STANDARD.  BUT YOU CAN'T SUE SOMEBODY AND USE WHAT IS COMING YET.  IT DOESN'T HAVE FORCE OF LAW.  AND SO THE BOARD FINALIZED SUPPLEMENTS, EVEN WHEN IT IS PUT OUT THERE, YOU KNOW, THEY CALL THESE DIFFERENT THINGS EVERY TIME, ONE IS A PROPOSAL OF A RULE-MAKING.   THEN THEY HAVE A PROPOSED RULE.  THEN THEY HAVE A FINAL RULE.  AND HERE IS THE FINAL DRAFT.  AND THEY HAVE ALL OF THESE DIFFERENT REFERENCES THAT COME OUT THAT DON'T HAVE FORCE OF LAW YET.  THOSE ARE THE CUTTING EDGE OF INFORMATION FOR ACCESSIBILITY, BUT, AGAIN, UNTIL IT HAS BEEN PICKED UP BY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, OR THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, UNDER ADA CONCERNS, OR BY THE FOUR FEDERAL AGENCIES THAT I MENTIONED EARLIER THAT ARE THE ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES UNDER ABA, THEN THEY WILL HAVE FORCE OF LAW.  NOT UNTIL THEN.  SO WHILE IT IS THE CUTTING EDGE INFORMATION, IT DOESN'T HAVE FORCE OF LAW UNTIL THE ADAAG REVISION ACTUALLY COMES OUT.  ALONG THOSE LINES, IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR INFORMATION, WE HAVE MENTIONED A BUNCH OF DIFFERENT THINGS HERE THAT YOU SHOULD BE PROBABLY LOOKING INTO GETTING FOR YOUR OFFICE.  THEY ARE ALL AVAILABLE THROUGH THE SOUTHWEST DBTAC (NOW CALLED DLRP) BY CALLING 800-949-4232.  THEY ARE ALSO AVAILABLE BY GOING ON THE WEB TO EITHER THE DBTAC'S WEBSITE, WHICH IN THIS SCENARIO IS WWW.DLRP.ORG THAT IS THE SOUTHWEST DBTAC, AND THE ACCESS BOARD, YOU CAN GO STRAIGHT TO THE ACCESS BOARD WEBSITE AND PULL DOWN A LOT OF THE INFORMATION I HAVE BEEN TALKING ABOUT BY GOING TO WWW.ACCESS-BOARD.GOV.  IF YOU WANT TO KEEP UP ON HOW THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IS DOING WITH FOLLOWING UP ON THIS, AS YOU SEE THE ADA REVISION COME OUT, AND YOU ARE WONDERING HOW SOON THIS IS GOING TO HAPPEN AT DOJ, IT WILL BE GREAT TO GO TO THEIR WEBSITE, THEIR HOME PAGE IS ADA.GOV.  YOU CAN ALWAYS GO BACK TO THE DBTAC WHO THEY STAY ON TOP OF THIS INFORMATION FROM ALL OF THESE AGENCIES AND THEY ARE YOUR ONE SOURCE, AND THAT 800-949-4232 NUMBER IS THE NUMBER TO CALL FOR THEM.  ONE OTHER ONE I WANT TO GIVE YOU IS THE WEBSITE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL CODES COUNCIL, (ICC).  YOU CAN GET INFORMATION ON WHAT IS HAPPENING WITH THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE AND WHAT IS HAPPENING WITH ANSI BY GOING TO WWW.INTLCODE.ORG.  YOU CAN GET ALL YOUR INFORMATION WITH WHAT IS HAPPENING ON ANSI THROUGH THAT WEBSITE AND ITS RELATED WEBSITES THAT YOU CAN CLICK ON FOR ALL OF THOSE BUILDING CODE ORGANIZATIONS I GAVE YOU BEFORE, THE SOUTHERN BUILDING CODE AND THE OTHER ONES.  I THINK WITH THAT, I’M GOING TO TURN IT BACK OVER TO CLOSING STUFF WITH RACHEL.  IF ANYBODY HAS COMMENTS ON THESE SESSIONS THAT WE HAVE BEEN DOING FOR ADAAG OR QUESTIONS FOR ME, PLEASE CONSIDER ME A RESOURCE.  MY WEB ADDRESS IS ADA.DERRY .COM.  I APPRECIATE THE CHANCE TO SPEAK TO YOU FOLKS. 

>> RACHEL:  THANK YOU MARK FOR TODAY AND FOR THIS ENTIRE SERIES.  IT HAS BEEN VERY INFORMATIVE. 

>> MARK: A PLEASURE.  BUT WE WANT GREATFUL DEAD FOR THE MUSIC THE NEXT TIME. 

>>RACHEL:  I’M ON IT.  WE REALLY DO APPRECIATE IT.  WE HAVE GOTTEN VERY POSITIVE FEEDBACK, AND ON BEHALF ON THE DLRP, WE ARE HERE TO SERVE YOU GUYS AND TO PROVIDE THE INFORMATION THAT YOU NEED.  SO IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ADDITIONAL TELECONFERENCES OR WEBCASTS, LET US KNOW WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO LEARN ABOUT.  AND ALONG THOSE LINES, IF YOU CHECK YOUR EMAIL MAILBOXES LATER TODAY, YOU WILL HAVE EVALUATION FORMS THERE.  WE WOULD LOVE TO GET YOUR FEEDBACK ON HOW TODAY'S SESSION WAS, HOW THE SERIES WAS, AND AGAIN ADDITIONAL NEEDS THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE.  WE HOPE YOU HAVE ENJOYED THIS SERIES.  AND IF YOU JOINED US LATE AND MISSED SOME OF THE EARLIER SESSIONS AND ARE INTERESTED TO BE ABLE TO GO BACK AND LISTEN TO THOSE AND GET CREDIT FOR THOSE, LET US KNOW AND ONCE WE DO HAVE THEM ARCHIVED, WE CAN MAKE THEM AVAILABLE TO YOU.  LET ME DO QUICK THANK YOUS FOR THE OTHER FOLKS, IN ADDITION TO MARK WHO MADE TODAY POSSIBLE.  OF COURSE, NIDRR, WHO FUNDS THE DLRP, THIS PRODUCTION WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE EFFORTS OF OUR IN-HOUSE FOLKS AT ILRU, THEY INCLUDE MARIA SORIA, MARJ GORDON, SHARON FINNEY, MARK RICHARDS, AS WELL AS THE TECHNICAL EXPERTISE OF ROB DICKEHUTH AND THE SERVICES OF OUR REALTIME CAPTIONER,WHO WE HAVE PUT THROUGH THE PACES TODAY, MAYRA MALONE.  THANK YOU EVERYBODY, WE ARE GLAD YOU JOINED US TODAY.  WE HOPE YOU HAVE A GREAT AFTERNOON.  TAKE CARE. BYE-BYE.
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